PREHISTORIC

SLOPE SOARI

NG SITES

Many slope soaring sites have remarkable
prehistoric features Here is a summary for any slope
soarers who are interested (admittedly many are
not!)

The reason there are so mapyehistoric remainson
slope soaring spots is thatdde Age people ofta
selected the same hilltopavoured by flyersas ideal
areas for forts and burial mounds. In StorgeAimes
the lowlands were often densg forestedwhile the
hilltops were bare. So thdilltops were used for
walkways that sometimes ran for a hundred miles o
more. For instance the North Downs Way tlpatsses
flying sites such a€olley Hilland Thurnham Cage
Hill was probably formed in StonegA times, then
used by the Romanfollowed by the Saxorandlater

medievalChristianpilgrims.

Recent distarbancea of the,
not shown in detail.
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Most of these hilop enclosures began lifabout

5600 years agowhen there seemed to be a crafar
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All that remainof prehistoric fortgshese days are grassy
ramparts but there used to benuchmorethere

cr

Prehistoric forts werebuilt on prominent hilltops for

defensive reasons, but also for prehistoric partying ~7

(such as the summer solsticeAn example i§rundle
Hill, whichhas aBronze Age erlosue and an older
Stone Agedrt within it. Whitesheet Hill has alarge
Bronze Age fortby its southwest slope Maiden

Castleis larger stillg the world@ largest Bronze Age |

fort. These daysflyers sometimes fly from the
ramparts (a use the original bdérs probably never
envisaged!) Many others exist, such a®ount

Caburn Wolstonbury Hill Ivinghoe BeaconButser
Hill and Cissbury RingOnly iecently, a 3000 year old

forts into military camps

ilding them lasng several hundred years The

labour involved in shovelling the earth intcalls and

tting down trees to createvooden palsades must

have been mmense¢ and all achieved with stone
tools. Later, perhaps around @8 years ago, bronze
tools were deeloped anl the forts wereenlarged

hen the Roransinvadedthey often turned these
Later tle Saxons

sometimes took over the Roman fortd/ikingseven

attacked a few. Now, morethan athousand years
after the Vikings the walls are often reducedo

gentle grassy slopes but still prominentenough to
eate lift to fly from.

Cissbury Ring was huiih the Stone Age and ¢m occupied

Bronze Age villageasdiscovered oritford Hill. and adapted by the invading Roman army
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Archaeological igs within the 6rts have found Perhaps ancienKent folk honed theirconstruction
burials, flint Stone ge tools, bronze weapons, Romanskillslocally and then headed west to build a bigger
coins andSaxoniron objects seh as belt buckles and version!

occasionallydaggers Even today it is natncommon

for walkers &nd slope soarers?) to find afeets lying

around such as StonéAge flint tools andRoman

arrowheads

Even older than the forts are bat mounds. Long
Barrows longridges wih stone tombs at one endip
to 5800 years oljl are reasoably common, and
smaller Round Brrows (circular moundsprobably
slightly younger are even morecommon. They are
YIEN]J SR 2y hNRyIlIyOS ({asiterd
Romans called ther  For instance there are many at g
Firle Beaconand Bopeep Hill At File there is a
Round Brrow that slope soarers routinely use to
shelter behindg probably without ever realising what The castle ornThurnham Castle Hills around 800

it is. Many of the mounds have holvs in the top years old and igrobably built overolder Roman
where Victorian treasure hunters dug into them.foundations Buried Roman treasure has been found
Whitesheet Hillhas many mounds that eve all but nearby. It is likely thata wealthy Roman family
destroyed by Victorians following the discovery of &uried their treasureand fled when the Saxons
couple of gold items there. At most siteeésure invaded, intending to reirn to collect it. Whatever
was seldom founl: the tombs generally contagd a happened to them, they never did.

skeleton (or skeletonyand someSone Agetools and
bone beads

precursor to Sto ehengeat ue Bell Hill

Thurnham Castle is roofless after 800 years

Stone Age tomb at fiér Beacon At Long Man Hillthere are several RoundaBows

and at least oneLong Barrow There ievidence of a
A few slope soaring sites havancient stone gione Age fort at the peak of the hill.

monuments nearby. The slopes of Dartmoor  the reason the track to the top of Long Man Hill is so

overlook several stone circles and the remains °§unken is that itwas a walkwayn prehistoric times
Neolithic houses, built at the time when people first4 then amajor route in Roman times Over the

settled down and started farming rather than mijennia countless thousands dieet have worn it

roaming and hunting.Blue Bell Hilhas severaGtone into the sunken track that causss muchturbulence

Age megaliths near its baseTheseare like smaller ¢, slope soarers today.

versions of Stoneimge ¢ except older than the | ong Man himself is made from concrete blocks

Stonelenge. less than a century old.
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However theseconcrete blocksvere placed overan  Overall, there are too many prehistoric sites on
ancient Long Man that was probalilyere when the slope soaring hills to list. In fact slopgoaring sites
Romans arrived. Thigriginal prehistoric Londg/lan  with no prehistory are probably in the minority!

was somewhat differentred may haveaepresented a
BronzeAgepagandeity.

. o g Bronze Age tools may be youngiean Stone Age ondait
B -, ...~ theyare rarer and more valuable

The Long Man has a long histpbutpossiblynot as long as
the tombs on the summit

If the Stone Age is not old enough for you, somg
slope soaring areas have much older eens:
dinosaurs Thelsle of Wight once had herds of
Iguanodons roaming across it. ragments of their
bones can still be found on theeaches below the
Isle of Wigh® a Y $loped soaring cliffs.  The
shorelinebelow Beachy Heads a world famous fossil
hunting spot. The beaches on thdde of Sheppeware
also known for fossils. Some of the slope soarin

spots in Devon overlook beaches where fossil : :
dinosaurs were first discovered. Well dressedor abit of Neolithicslope sodng

A Store Age tool can be hard to spot kthis shows some of Some Stone Age forts may have had houdgtealike this
the signs: carefully sharpened edges, with (iréginally in them
black flint turned white by millennia of contactith the

chalky South Downs soil Theseslopescan be seeon the Google Map linkta

www.slopehunter.co.uk
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