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FAVOURITE.OPE SOARING SITES

This guide feature80 slopesin Englandand Walegor ‘
flying radio control model gliders. Te online :
Slopehuntermaphas over 250 slopes

Slopehunter Google Map

To whet your appetite, here areomefavouriteslopes
in the southast of England They're in no particular S
order, since yourpersonalfavourites will depend on

the wind direction and how close you live to the pe .
slopes.

BEACHY HEAD
When Beachy Head is on, the lift is amazing: strong and ===

buttery smooth Ivinghoe Beacon
BOPEEP HILL

Excellent smooth lift, very similar to FiBeacm 'v

BUTSER HILL

A friendly club site with slopes facing a variety of direction
BUTTS BROW
A couple of great bowls plus a couple of secondary slope
DEVIL'S DYKE

SuperHift but can be crowded

DITCHLING BEACON
Plenty oflift but can be turbulent

FIRLE BEACON

Excellent smooth lift, hard to fault

HARTING DOWN

Not so well knowrbut lift as good as the very bes
IVINGHOE BEACON

A great range of slopes and a wonderful friendly scene ‘7(
LONG MAN HILL

A =lection of superslopes but quite a hike to get to them

THURNHAM CASTLE HILL
A popular site that faces the predominant wind direction in
southern England

Sitesin the restof England and Waleare not listed
above but they are shown on theGoogle map.

) . Long Man Hil
They include world class sites such as St Agnes Head

and the Bwich
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http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&hl=en&msa=0&msid=103290592315162107965.000455d330c2eab44f708&ll=51.144894,-0.318604&spn=0.859804,2.460938&z=9

BEACHY HEABAST SUSSEX Winds: SE E S

2 KSNBQa GKId GKSyYK

On the south coast near Eastbourne. However,usually there is no reason tbe nearthe
edgesincethe bowls are sewell back Thisis just as
{2 6KIFIGQ&a Ad fA71SK well, since these are definitely not fési you would

Beachy Head is a pretty remarkable place. It hasant to fall off (hose little bunches of fake flowers
several slopes as well as miles of cliffsstar from. along the edge mark the locations of suicides).

The main slope faces southea&iSE to be precise

with views over Eastbourne. It is a large grassy bo\

set well back from the cliffgffering excellent smooth

lift in east to southeast winds. The bowl is large -

enough to soar from withoutdwing to fly out over the
sea. Unfortunately the landing area i bit tricky. You
need eyes in the back of your headwatch out for
tourists (when they see a dir landingthey often

converge onit to get a good look). While dodging
tourists you ale need to makerery sure you donot

fly too far backbecause vicious turbulence lurks ove

the sunken road. ot ns
Summer eveing flying at the east bowl

Sometimes paragliders fly at Beachy Healllways
give paragliders right of way and allow them plenty of
airspace. Occasionally the lift fails to appear on hot
summer days even though the wind seems perfect.
This is due to a strange phenomenon: the wamnd
gets cooled by the cold sea and cannot rise up the
cliffs. On hot dayg like this the site would usualbe

too crowded with daytrippers for comfortable flying

anyway.

There might be a smidgeon of lift here, what do you think?

A fewhundred yards to the left of the main bowl is
another equally impressive bowl that faces eas
(known locallyas Whitbread Hollow). 2
To the right of the main d&wl there are a couple of
smallbowls that face SSE

The cliffs are over 100 metres higlin other words, £
pretty staggering; and the bowls on top add half as Fs -
much again. The cliffs are only fxperiencedlyers
since there is potential to lose a plane out to sea.
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Beachy Head is public access land managed by the tHew do you get there then?

Gilbert Estate. Apparently National Trust rules apply Drive down the M23 from London and then east along
(the BMFA has an agreement with the Trust whiclthe A27 to the first Eastbourne junction, the A2270
stipulates that gliders are allowed but motorised(just to cause confusion this is marked Willingdon
planes are noj. rather than Eastbourne). Stay on the A2270 heading
into Eastbourne, and a mile befotige seafront t&e a
sharpright onto the A259 (this is the coastal road that
leads to Brighton). Head west on this for two miles
and then take a left onto the B2103 to Beachy Head
OAGQa &tBd). fParkithd gduiyside Centre
carpark(this is managed by Eastlnme Council and
costs £1.40 for two hoursorA ¥ & 2 dzZQNB FSSf Ay =
you could tryparkingfor free in the pub carpadk

%

Crikey, where did he corfrem?!

Marks out of 10?
Beachy Head gets@l YR LISNKI LJA S @
really on. The main flyinspotg the ESBowl ¢ can be
superb in the right conditions. However Beachy Heal

should be avoided during the summer halig when
it getsvery crowdedwith tourists.

. 2dz O2dz2 R NBONBIFGS . S 0OKe | Sl RQa
gliders!

Another soaring site, Butts Brow, is nearby (you
passed it ging down the A220). It also has a
southeast slope, although nobearly as good as
Beachy Head

Latitude 50.736 / Longitude 0.253
Beachy Head Map

Landingis easgnoughc & f 2y 3 | & &2dz R2y Qi KAG lyéz2yS$§
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http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=559234&y=95774&z=120&sv=559234,95774&st=4&ar=y&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf&dn=777&ax=559234&ay=95774&lm=0

BELTINGELIFE KENT Wind: N

2 KSNBQa GGKFd GKSYyK Marks out of 10:

One of the fewcoastalsoaring sites imorth Kent, Beltinge really only merits 5, but the spot is worth
BeltingeCliffs rise between Beltinge and Reculvar knowing about because it is one of the few north
couple of miles east of Herne Bay facing slopes in Kent. One other is at Minster on the

Isle of Sheppey (see the Minster Cliffs &mTt

{2 6KIFIGQ&a Ad fA71SK Beltinge offers slightly higher cliffs and a larger landing

The cliffs at Beltingare a rarity in southern England: area than Minster.
cliffs that face north. To be precise, some sections

face NNW They wok well in north to almost
northwest winds These are irregular, eroding clay |
banks anctliffs, popular with fossil huetswhen the
tide is out The areas publicaccess land owned by
the localcouncil The landing area is good: quite large SsSEE
and flat. The cliffs are noas high as those at Beachy -
Heado dzii y S @S NI K St ScarablewihknS g

conditions are right As with most cliffs, there can be ° - FOR'SEA RESCUE |
turbulence at the edge.The windspeedrange that DIAL 999
seems to worlbest is around 10mph to 20mphVhen
the wind exceedsibout20mphthe lift breaks up into i‘ 7 .
strong turbulenceand the cliffs become unsoarable !f you dumpa plane in the sea you COU|d try asking the
In winds below about 12mph paragliders sometlmescoaStguardto fescue ... or maybe ot .

fly at Beltinge. How do you get there then?

The cliffs at the Reculvend are a protected areaf | Drive from London eagtardson the M2andtake the
you fly along this section you shoulakegreatcare  A299 tavardsHerne Bay. Ga couple of milealong
not to upsetthe sand martins that nest in the cliffs the coastto the village ofBeltinge. The cliffs rurfor

(obviously this is unlikely, since any glider that collidegnhout a milebetween Beltinge and ReculvePark in

with the cliff face is about to be lost to sea!) the carpark at the end of Bishopstone Laréou can
launch from the grass area in front of the carpark.

2 SQNB GFf 1 Ay3 | the2edsisider of
London, so Beltingis one of the furthessites that are

Perhapsyou could convine the kids & 2 dz@Ridg
them on a fossil hunting adventure

Latitude 50.375 / Longitude 1.168
Beltinge Cliffs Map

Wdza i R2y Qi 3SiG (22 ySIENIGKS SR3IS oo
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http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=621053&y=168838&z=120&sv=621053,168838&st=4&ar=y&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf&dn=744&ax=621053&ay=168838&lm=0

BOPEEP HILEAST SUSSEX Wind: NE

2 KSNBQa GGKFd GKSYyK
Near the south coast, jusouth of the A27 between
Brightonand Eastbourne.

{2 6KIGQa AdG fA]SK

b A OS o civilidaisortiof Hill but quite steep so
GKSNBEQa 322R fATFl® ¢t KS
hazards. The hill faces notheast and ¢ surprise,
surprisec flies best in northeast windsln fact there
are threeslopes hereall equally good

There is lots of lift ovehe launchareaso plans need tdoe

thrown forwards, not upwards )
BHPA Policy

T NS

2 Kl i Qa 32 Ay fthedsgcordl godiNg? (I K S NB

Sometimes Bopeep hostparaglider school®n the
slope nearest the carpark This is usuallyhen the
wind is less than X@ph or so.If this happensyoucan
either walk ®0 yards furthereast or head in the
opposite direction bycrossingthe road andwalking
500 yardswest. The slope to the east is perhaps
fractionally better than the other two. Should any
paragliders enter thenodel glideraerial fray always
give them right of way andly away from them.
Further adviceon this issue can be read here:

In many ways the slopes Bbpeep arelike Fite, and  There is lift overthe landing zoneof all slopes so

indeed Bopep Hill is less than twaniles from Firle. getting yourplane down can requirgletermination
2LISSLI0a FANI A& a2YSUA YiRelgood Aells islitiihibre is Vefy litfarhideRcd K 1 &

ANX , @ Bopeepseldom gets crowded, whereas pehind the landing areasso you can safely fiyell

Firle can be pretty populat weekends backand land slowly.

On Saturdays the scale guys sometimes meet up at Bopeep K S @A Sg (G KNRdzAK |
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http://www.bhpa.co.uk/

Afew hundred yardsvest of the carparkan be a good
place to fly when paragliders are using the carpark slope

The siteis called Bopep because yowccess it by The lane is just after the village of Selmeston. Drive a
going up BopepLaneand it s opposite Bopep Farm.
However the hill is actually called Bostal Hilhot
many people know that. The farima Bed & Breakfast
(www.bopeepfarmhouse.co.)k so you could stay
here andwalk half a mileup the hill to fly(bet you
drive, though!) -

The slope 80 yrdseast of the carpark is possii}e best
slopeof all ¢ if you can cope with the walk

mile up Bopeep Lanand park in thecampark on the
left. If you fancy a challenge is possible tocross
country soawestwardsall the way toFirleand even
onwards to Itford Hill.

Marks out of 10?
What do you reckon, 7¥ou might even say 8 when
you consider that thre are several good slopes

How do you get there then? 3
Get yourself down the M23 to the A27 and headteas -  '
About six miles past Lewes, watch carefully for thé £
small lane on your right called Bopeep Lane.

¢CKSNBQa y20KAyewglijedzA 6 S £ A1 S

Bopeep Hill is publiaccess landApparently

National Trust rules applyné BMFA has an
agreement with the Trust whichlalwvs unpowered
glider flying butprohibits powered models if you

have an electric powered glider you can simply tape
the blades to the fuselage).

Latitude 50.823 / Longitude 0.126
Bopeep Hill Map

Spring sssion
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http://www.bopeepfarmhouse.co.uk/
http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=549872&y=104767&z=120&sv=549872,104767&st=4&ar=y&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf&dn=777&ax=549872&ay=104767&lm=0

BOX HILLSURREY Winds:S,W

2 KSNBQa GKId GKSyYK
A handfulof miles south of the M25 near Dorking.  Half a mile away is a west slope overlooking the A24.

It is a shallow grassy slope about 70 metreshhid
{2 6KIFIGQ&a Ad fA71SK works for WNW to WSWinds. It tends to have fewer
Box Hill is a country park owned by the National Trustvalkers on it than the main slope does. There are
It has a pay carpark and talsvay cafe at the peak. 3A Sg6a 2O0SNJ 5SyoASa H6AYSNE 0OR;
There are several flyable slopes but they can onlgbandoning the soaring for a wine tasting session!)
really be used at times when there are few peopleThe lift is pretty meagre. However, rising thednair
about. currents oftenadd lift: all thosecarsracing along the
The main slope is a couple of hundred yards from th&24 seem to genate enough heat to spawgood
cafe. It is a mediumsized slope that faces south tothermals B2 E | A f f Q& may Bod be thet 2 LIS
SSW. It has a stone lookout point at the top which igreatest slope but it is the only west facing slope for
popular with daytrippers. The slope is oderately many miles.
steep with a rounded top so the lift can be quite good.
The landing area could be better: you have to land o
the slope, or possibly fly your plane over the roadumuas
behind the slope and land in the field there. Thel&
difficulty is that on pleasant ays there are lots of
walkers and picnickers occupying the area. So th
slope is best flown on cool, cloudy days when it can b
surprisingly deserted. If the slope is occupied, try"
walking down to the bottom of the landing area: if you
go through the rav of bushes a whole new lower slope

is revealed. This area benefits from being widér
extends for several hundred yards further westwards S
¢ plusitis less likely to have people on it. So this loweiVest slopes are rare in the area so this onedgh a W

area can be the smartest spot for launching and
When flying on the west slope you can just see

another slope in the distance next to the vineyards:

landing.

Denbies Hill.This is not the greatest slope in the

world either, but itdefinitely has itsgooddays ands

worth knowing about in case Box Hill is too crowded.

The slope is over 10f@ietres high The ideal wind

direction is suth. If you go through the gate at the

bottom of the landing area and head right for a

couple of izy RNB R & | NRdétherpettgQf f FA YR
little slopethat often seems to have superior lift

What a view!

If none of these slopeare lighting your fire, consider

= s e . | heading over to Colley Hill, which will havere lift.

The main slope: sometimes crowded, sometimes desertedL U Q& F 602 dzi | wmp YAydziS RNA@GSO®
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Marks out of 10?

OveNd f f .maikslopelséofe<i®o doesDenbies L ¥ &2dz NBFOK (GKS bl a2yl f ¢N
Hill. The west slope at Box Hill is probably only a 3! couple of hundred yats too far. Buy a piece ofake

to recover fran the shockand then get backa the

slope.

Thewest slopes half a mileaway at the far end of Zig

Zag Rad. Rk in the little carpark on the righjust

after the last hairpin bendbefore the park exi{now

82dz 1y26 o6Keé AlQ&roNDthdroa R %A 3
andclimb about 50 yards up some steep little wooden

steps to the peak. Enhslope is orthe other side,
overlooking the A24.

To get to Denbies Hill from the west slope, dkie

park and turn leftpast the bikercafe onto the A24.

After about half a mile take a right into Ashcombe

Theliftats Sy 0 A Sa Q chndessGrpibiiilerens .o (signposted Guildford). Continue straight as it

but trying to landon the slope can be a hitdecent
becomes Ranmore Road, following the signs towards
How do you get there then? Ranmore. After maybe a mile and a halflpa the
. 2dz OF y NXslopefrom gither and df ZigQ B | G A2y f ¢ NHzad OF NLIsell 2y (K
Zag Road. The main way in is from the A217: driv@enbies Hillside.
down the A217 from central Londppast Sutton, then As at many National Trust sites these daym) gre
at the large Kingswood roundabout (which is a couplsupposed to pay £2 to pa’kk ¥ & 2 dzZQNB y 20 | &
of miles inside the M25), go slightly to yaight down  Trust member
the B2032, Dorking Road. Goeovthe M25 (gazing The National Trust has a poji of encouraginglider
down smugly at theoor fools in the traffic jampsand flying, but occasionallyvardens may be unelr on
follow the signs to Box Hill (which involves taking &his point Here is the official National Trust wording
brief right onto the B2033 and then left onto Box Hillon the matter (available on its website):
Road. After a couple of méks this becomes Zig Zaga ¢ KS bl GA2y | f ¢potmied ma&f O2 YS &
Road and you will see the slope on your left. Actuallftying on its land, recognising that the activity seldom
to be precise the slope goes down out of sight andauses significant disturbance, provided particular
what you can see is the stone lookout point. care is taken with regard to other visitors, livestock
YR 0ANRADE
Latitude 51.246 / Longitude0.310
Box Hill Map
Denbies Hill Map
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http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=517809&y=151124&z=120&sv=517809,151124&st=4&ar=y&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf&dn=777&ax=517809&ay=151124&lm=0
http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=514134&y=150324&z=120&sv=514134,150324&st=4&ar=y&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf&dn=777&ax=514134&ay=150324&lm=0

BUTSER HILL, HAMPSHIRE

Winds:NE,W, N, SW, E

2 KSNBQa GGKFd GKSYyK
Downthe A3 ..way downtowards Portsmout.

{2 6KIGQa AdG fA]SK

Butser Hilisone ofl I Y LJ&A KA NB Q& sMtlisA yeach thé slogel

a large, exposed hill witlslopes facing a variety of
directions.

Buser Hill has @oodvariety of slopes

The northeast slope is perhaps the best ogdt
provides good lift and easy landing on the flat hilltop
It offers wonderful views over the surrounding
countrysice. It works best in north to northeast winds
¢ if the wind is any more easterly the lift quickly
becomes erratidecause thee is a hill juting out on
the rightthat blocks the wind

West winds ad only west winds work for the wesibpe

The west slope is also a very good slope as long as the
wind is directly west (it is a pronounced valley pointing
west so smooth air from any other direction cannot
aras

The southwest slope is a bowl and is turbulent except
in low winds, sd (n@l for beginners. The nortslope
providesreasonablygoodlift but landing can béricky
since there idots oflift and turbulencein the landing
area. The east slopdsoprovidesquite good lift but
the launchis challenging since you have tarhyour
plane over a fence and trees The treetops bear
skeletons of unreachable planes!

The slopes radiate from the large, flat hilltop, so access
is unproblematic.Each slope involves a walk of 5 to 10
minutes from the carpark.

A model soaring club @pates from the site (see
mvsa.bmfa.ory Membership is not mandatohyut is
well worthwhile if you live in the area. The club
operates a frequency pegboard at the site. Unlike
some sites, electric powered gliderseaallowed at
Butser Hill.

The civilised northeast slopeggod for scale soaring

The club also operates a site a few miles east at
Harting Down which igruly excellent in north to
northwest winds. The slope is steep and mainly faces
NNW. Thdift can be strong yet quite smooth. The
fryRAY3I INSI A& fIFNBS FyR
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http://mvsa.bmfa.org/

BMFA insurance is required to fly at Harting Down.
using a 35MHz transmitter, only even frequency
numbers &ould be used (for examplehannel64 but
not 65). If you meet any club members there, be nice,
because they have rights to the site under al
agreement with the National Trust.

Marks out of 107?

Ead slope individually is in the & 6 range, but put
them all together in one place and Butser Hill is worth =
7 out of 10. -

Trying to decide if the air is smooth enough for a launch

How do you get there then? . . . .
yeug Harting Down is about 5 miles east of Butser Hill, on

Drive down the A3, past Petersfield, and the hill is ol . .
icht K P ¢ f %e B2141, a mile or so south of the village of South
our ri eep an eye out for e . . .
i/ | 9 ] ct' P fon t yW Cit Harting. There is a National Trastrpark at the top of
elecommunicationsnast on top. Wave at it as you . .
b y the hillon the left. It costs £2 to park (free for National

ass becaus¢here is no exit here. Almost amile .
P . Trust members).The slope is about 400 yards east of
further on, take the exit on your leftnarked Butser

Hill, keep heading to your left tgobackover the A3,
turn right at the mini roundabout towards London and
then follow the Butser Hill signg Hogs Lodge Lane
to the carpark athe top ofthe hill. You have to pay
£1 at the entry barrier to park as long as you like.

Butser Hilis part of Queen Elizabeth CountrgrR(the
land is owned by the Councilhdi K S LJ- NJeQ &
is PO8 OQE.

the carpark along the ridge.

[
) Harting Down: nice lift and nice landing

The club also has access toaaple of other slopes on

private land(such as the eadacing HMS Mercury site

on Wether Down, two miles west of Buster Hillg A (1 Qa
worth joiningthe clubif you live in the area

Latitude 50.959 / Longitude0.870
Butser Hill Map
Over he northeast sipe Harting Down Map
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http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=471550&y=120466&z=120&sv=471550,120466&st=4&ar=y&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf&dn=777&ax=471550&ay=120466&lm=0
http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=479602&y=118612&z=120&sv=479602,118612&st=4&ar=y&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf&dn=777&ax=479602&ay=118612&lm=0

BUTTS BROW, EAST SUSSEX Winds: EN, SE

2 KSNBQa GKId GKSyYK
In Willingda, a village on the outskirtsf Eastbourne,
on the south coast in East Sussex.

{2 6KIGQa AdG fA]SK
This hilltop reserve has several slop&$e two best
slopes are the east amibrth bowls. The east bowl is

high. It produesgoodlift in northeastto eastwinds.
The perfect wind direction is east BNE,but you can
amble around the rim to theight to fly in northeast

winds e~ NS
An autumn club racing sessiahButts Brow

There is a less exciting but quideasant southeast
slope a few hundred yards to the soutfThisslope
overlooks a golf course arttie sea beyond. Itis a
gentle, mediurssized slope and offerfair lift, low
turbulence and reasasbly good landing possibilities
Butts Brow is generallg fairly quiet flying area. It
becomes more lively on days when the good folks of
the East Sussex Soaring Association get together to fly
there. The club occasionally holds friendly
competitions at Butts Brow and Long Man Hill, varying
from relaxed fun flies to aerobaticscontests to
national races. If youfly in the area the club is well
worth joining: www.eastsussexsa.co.uk

The east bowl provides goditt

The landingarea is reasonableThere is a fencalong
the top to avoid. @ke care not to knock over any
walkerswhenlandingA i R2Say Qi THee R2a4aVv & Sf f

are also a few trees just down the slope that can catcl

@2dz 2dzi @ ,2dz YATKG GKA) LX yS
a bush six feet high, but when you walk down you. i =
realise your pride and joy is actually thirty feet up :
tree!

The area also has a gondrth slope nearby (a
couple of hundred yats further from the carpark
This is also darge bowl, with reliablelift and an
excellent flat landig area. It works best in north to
NNEwinds Some say it isevenbetter than the east
bowl because it haa larger landing area and fewer

Like the east bowlhie north bowlproduces goodift ¢
trees to catch you out. plusthe landing area islightlybetter

slopehunter.co.uk
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http://www.eastsussexsa.co.uk/

A hefty launch Another view of the east bowl

Marks out of 10? Park in the first carpark on the right. There is a charge
This one is distinctly 7. of £1.40 for two hours parking and you need to have

the correct change: bewarethe wardens can be
How do you get there then? ruthless

From Londophead down to the south coasin the  The east bowl is about 300 yards north of the carpark
M23. Go east along the A27 past Lewes. Go down t'(ﬁway from the radio mast that is visible fnothe

first road into Eastbourne (the A2270, Eastbourn%arpark). The north bow$ about 200 yards beyond
Roadg confusingly this is signposted Willingdon rathera¢ - The southeast slope is the other way, about 200

than Eastbourne). yards south of the carpark (past the radio mast).

A launch at the north bowl

Latitude 50.793 / Longitude 0.242

After about two miles head slight right down the small
Butts Brow Map

road signposted Willingdon Village. In the centre of

the village turn right into Butts Lane. Haul your butt

dzLJ G KS fIySQa a0G§SSLI AyOfAyS: gKAOK (l1Sa e2dz (2
reserve (owned by the local couboivhich rejoices in

the rather unlikely name of Butts Brow.

slopehunter.co.uk
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http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=557917&y=102297&z=120&sv=557917,102297&st=4&ar=y&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf&dn=777&ax=557917&ay=102297&lm=0

BWLCH AND WALES Winds: Ng E, SW, W, S, N, NW

2 KSNBQa GKId GKSyYK
The Bwich is in south Wales, on the 830four miles Inthe mildermonthe A O1 S@Qa Aa 2yS 27T (K

from the town of Treorchy slopes lecausethe prevaiing winds are southwest to
6Said haskébyutivesDsectiqstarting a few
{2 6KIGQa AdG fA]SK hundred yards from théayby marked byhe lower of

England has hillut Wales has muntains. That is the two o f dzSsigdsonéhe mayp), and about a mile
why Welsh slopes merispecial guest statum this further on, a west section.

guide despite the fact that they aneot in England.

The Bwich is an area of huge slopes around a windit
alpinestyle road in he mountainousregionof central

south Walesthat includes the Brecon Beacan The
areahasalmost endless potentiallyyfable slopes, but

many are difficulto reach be&ause the only roads are =
down in the valleys. ﬁﬁf-n
So hard hiking can be required. ot

R .

;*“?ARING’ SITES

Thegateupta A O1 S & béhindithis? 4 g&vel path
winds for a few hundred yards up the hill to the ridge
20K aSoOotAzya 2F aAodolSeqa N
than Wrecker, andhave nice large grassy landing

areas However the hike is quite difficult

The laybyoften has an ice cream van parked in it,

which is why the othenearbyslope is known as the

) 7 ’
N SRR
s - : ‘,‘.\ A “—A'

o S Ice Cream Slope. Itis a grassy slope facing northwest
A largeversbn of this map is available at . . .
www.slopehunter.co.uk/bwlch.pdf It also involves bit of ahike.

The Bwlch slopes are perhaps twice as high

9y It yRQa YI 22N af 2L15az a 6Stfto
This gives them a certain infamy because the lift i
huge but challengig. Flying at the Bwich can involve
arduous hikes, severe weather, high winds, exteem;..
dLISSRa X | yR BhNEI©4 BaRon the
slopes havebgé IAAXA BSYy yI YSa & dz0
Bwich air is seldom smooth because most of the
Bst OKQa Zothe klipesacrdss Bedvalleys.
The wind is often far stronger than on the flat, sq -
about the only time the Bwlich might be considered™

relaxing is when the forecast is only 5mph or so.

slopehunter.co.uk
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http://www.slopehunter.co.uk/bwlch.pdf

In northerlies thestdzy y Ay d-o a y6a¢ 02
play: Wrecker and Crest. Wreclkethe mostfamous
of the Bwich slopeg works in northeast windsCrest
worksin east winds.

Wrecker is right by the road (alarmiggso, in fact:
take great care not to fall off the edgePark in the

ofdzS até¢ ardalya 2y GKS Yl

This is the view from the top of Wrecker, a few feet from
the parkinglayby

Crestc the biggest bowbf all ¢ is a longe walk from
the same layby.

The Eack of Wrecker is alsa large steg slope. It
faces south and ialso reachedrom the same layby.
Further information on the Bwich can be found at

www.knewt.com

ari01%e0Qa KFa I yAaOSz tFNBS> Ffli fFIVvRAVI | NKI

The best flying spot is probagtdbout 150 yards to the
left of the laybyc or whichever section of the bowl is
facing most directly into the windlt is possible to fly
from the layby if you are concerned about getting tog
close to the edge.

¢KS .01 2F 2NBO1ISNI GASHSR TNRY

(By the way,English speakergronounce éBwick
KItFole 0S06SSy calthdmhitle | yR da.
true pronunciation ends with 2 St a K 3 dzd { dzNJ £
soundwhich is hard to say in English

Wales has many other large slopes apart from the

Thehikep( 2 aArdbpedand ord 2F + BVRy{so o

1 02dzi 'y KéndiheElBavichRsNaksgk8alist
The right end of the Wrecker bowl isometimes slope soaring spot called the Skirrid. This is a razor
known as VR9&after a competition that was held ridgeqan unusual hill shape for Britain. It runs noerth

there in 1998)and faces north. south and so works in west and east winds.

slopehunter.co.uk
Page 15


http://www.knewt.com/

The Great Orme is next to the seaside town of
Llandudno. It works in a variety of wind directions. A
friendly group of slope soarers fly there, and helpful
adh OS OFy 06S FT2dzyR o0& D223f Ay:

It is hard to get deel for the size of Wrecker froapicture, {
but in reality it is a mightympressive piecef topography ‘

The sharpness of th8kirridridge and steepnss of its
sides make iexcellent for Dynamic Soaring (flying i
OANDt Sa 2y GKS agNRy3é
speeds).

OKASOS K

U F \|J B U
e too close for comfort at the Skirrid

Dynamic soaring a littl

Rhossili is a touristy village in the picturesque Gower
Pensinsularea. Itis surrounded by many flyable cliffs
facing various directions. The largest flying spot is the
huge sloping ridge overlooking Rhossili Bay. It faces
west.

o o

The Skirrididge has no landing zone

The topof the Skirridis rocky and there is no landing
area, so this is not a spot for beginners. The climb
from the carpark is difficult and takes the best part o
an hour. The carpark is athe southern end of the
ridge(a National Truskayby on the B4521

Wales hasnany coastal flying sites and perhaps therne main parking area is at the far end of the village
two best known are the Great Orme and Rhossili. Bot&3) and then itis a case of walking through the village
are giantsized coastal slopes. The Great Orme iS i hiking up the rather arduous hiome local flyers

the north of Wales and Rhossili in the south. park behind the ridge by driving up a small road called
The Great Orme is a bit of a monster, and in fact it dzy 1 SNDRA& | At€3S odzi AlG A& F &f

must have given this impression through the ageggqq steep)
because Orme is a Viking word for a sea monster.

Launching at Rfesli Bay

slopehunter.co.uk
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Ele ™ aes) i o

The viev towards the far end of Risli Bay The view over the village frothe Rhassli Bayridge

wK2aaAftA . lF&Q&a NARIS NlzMarks @RoNIO* 6 2dzi G KNBS YAt Sa | yR
flyable all along its length. It produces wonderful,The Bwich is awarde®. F you are a bit of an
smooth coastal lift, and is free of turbulence becaus@adrenaline junkie you mightevencalgit X odzi A F &2
there is no vertical cliff or sudden lip. The landing arebate hikes and drama you will probably ratéoiver.
isverygood: it 5 flat and coegred in low gorsevhich
cushions the impact. How doyou get there then?
In low winds paragliders use the end of the ridgelhe Bwich ison the A4061, four miles south of
nearest the village so it is best to walk further alonglreherbert/Treorchytwo villages tat have fused into
It is also possible to access the far end of Rhossili B@je town. From the Bwich the A4061 continues
from the village of Llangennith. down to junction 36 of the M4 motorway.
The Skirrid i®n the B4521 near Abergavennyrom
Abergavenny go up the A465, turn right into the
B4521, and park in the National Trust layby.
Abergavenny is accessed by driving north from
junction 26 of the M4.
The Great Orme is next to Llandudno in north Wales.
. Itis 60 miles west of Liverpoolkiag the A55.1t is150

_'_‘ miles north of the Bwich (which could take four

: hours!)
Rhassil is 18 miles west of Swansea on the Gower

Peninsula. From Swanseaake the A4118 (Gower
Road) Swanseas on junction 44 of the M4.

Flyingover the sea at Rissli Bay
Latitude 51.640 / Longitude3.534

More Welsh slopesoaring sitexan be seen on the Bwich Map
SlopehuntetGoogle Map Skirrid Map

Great Orme Map
Rhossili Bay Map
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http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&hl=en&msa=0&msid=103290592315162107965.000455d330c2eab44f708&ll=51.144894,-0.318604&spn=0.859804,2.460938&z=9
http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=293988&y=194639&z=120&sv=293988,194639&st=4&ar=y&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf&dn=755&ax=293988&ay=194639&lm=0
http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=293988&y=194639&z=120&sv=293988,194639&st=4&ar=y&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf&dn=755&ax=293988&ay=194639&lm=0
http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=275825&y=383855&z=120&sv=275825,383855&st=4&ar=y&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf&dn=756&ax=275825&ay=383855&lm=0
http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=241950&y=189104&z=120&sv=241950,189104&st=4&ar=y&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf&dn=756&ax=241950&ay=189104&lm=0

COLLEY HILRURREY wind: S

2 KSNBQa GKId GKSyYK
I adG2ySQa GKNRg 2dziaAiRSs
London near Reigate. This is arfighe closest slopes
to London. It is also the only slope on the Nortl
Downs to ival the South Downs fdift.

{2 6KIGQa AdG fA]SK
Colley Hill is a good budjope. This is another way of
sayng there is alot of lift but also a fair bit of |
turbulence The good newss that over the lastew ! “
years the National Trust has eradicated most tife A Mininioa M.h,,m.,f.m sm Gliding (-.l at Bucklands ... ‘

where there ls fourteen miles of slope
scrub from the slope, which has made the air
P Amazingly, full size gliders were flying at Colley Hill in the

smoother than ever before. 1930s and 1940s, including this Minimoa

Landing at Colley Hill can blightlytricky: thelanding
area is backed by treeand theair over the landing
area isusuallygusty. The best landingpproach is to
land sideways along the slope, rather than trying to
turn overthe trees

Summer soaring at Colley Hill

The slope isteeper than most and higher than most  ©
It faces SSt the head of a valley and so works best"
in SSW windlt is alsovery good in south wind It is
flyablein southwest windbut often more turbulent
Colley Hildoes not workwell if the wind is any more A goodwayfor novicesto enjoyColley Hillis to bring a
foamyand leave the balsa masterpiece at home
westerly than southwest.
Colley Hill can be a megj& slope when the wind is A couple of hundred yards to theéght of the main
right. You knowthe opening scene of theeminal slope a grassknoll can be seen, arttis is the often
Americanslope soaring M@A S W[ A Thi oné A tRelsrBaiitedtiplace to fly. e air issmootherhere and
with the Higgins 20 doing high speed aerobatics in landingeasier. Delicate floaty models can safely be
megalift next to the Glden Gate Bridge?ha@tsort of  flown from this knoll when the wind is lighSince the
flying ison the agendaat Colley Hilivhen the wind is  knoll protrudes from the face of the hilit works in
over 15nph or so Alternativey, relaxed flying can be winds from southwest around to southeast S NB Q &
hadin wind of only 5-10mph when the lift will be at bit of trivia knowledge: the knolctually has a name
its smoothest of its own,Saddle Knob.

slopehunter.co.uk
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Between Saddle Knadind the main slope, the scrub
clearance hasrecently revealed a fairly good
southeast facing slope. THi& is good in southeast
and SSE winds, but thanding area is narrow. nl
southeasterlies the smart thing to do is to launch a
the southeast slop@and then,when t comes time to
land, fly 100 yards left or right to land on larger
landing area

?

Winter soaringat Colley Hill

How do you get there then?

Colley Hill is a fewundred yardfrom Junction 8 of
the M25 (SuttonReigatg. At Junction 8, go up the
A217 towards Sutte for just 100 yards andturn left
into a small road called Margg Road Drive for
almost amile to the end of the road and park in the
Margery Wood capark (Nationa Trust members park

Atip from those in the knowthe best place to fly ithe for free, but the Trust now expects nanembers to
lIto the right of th in sl .

grassyknollto the right of the main slope pay £4 to park at any of its carparkdlyalk alongthe

Marks out of 10? dirt track that begins next to the National Trust

The lift is worth 7 and théanding area is worth 5, so information sign, through the woodland amer the
f SGQa . OdlidytHill 5 definitelyhe best slope M25 on a footbridge(about 200 yards in all) The
so close to London. slope is through the gate

A fain fopessiomverlooking?eigate N Hurlin a discugaunch glider off the grassy knoll ‘

Latitude 51.256 / Longitude0.217
Colley Hill Map
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http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=524481&y=152210&z=120&sv=524481,152210&st=4&ar=y&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf&dn=746&ax=524481&ay=152210&lm=0

50+ L[ QEST SYSBEX

Winds:NW, N

2 KSNBQa GKId GKSyYK
Just outside Brighton.

{2 6KIGQa AdG fA]SK

5850gAfQa 5818 A& | LI LA I
location due toits ease of access and proximity toF

Brighton The main slopis a largesteepbowl that
faces NNW It is an impressive 150 metres high.
features superb lift in northwest to north windslhe

lift can be smootlt or it can beturbulent if the wind
A & gtrdight onto the slope

Thisscale glider is hard to tell apart from the fsilze

The landng area is reasonable but not hugeake care
not to fly too far back, becauseasty turbulence lurks

NI 3f AR,

¢tKSNBQa lfglea | R23 GKIG f20S8a

{2FNAy3 5S@gAftQa 5818 OFly o6S
impressive slope and the carnival atmospherdf
5S@GAtQa 5@&1S GdzNya 2dzi G2 oS
taste, you could consider flying nearby at Jack and Jill

Hill or Ditchling Beacon, which work in north winds

and are usually far more peaceful. They are just on the

other side of the A23. The National Trust even

produces a map for walking ther®yke to Ditchling

Trekb | SNBEQ& |y ARSIY RNRBL) GKS
and send them on the walk. Fly at the Dyke for a while.

Drive over to Ditchling Beacon. Fly there for a while.

/2t SO0 GKS TFrYAte oKSy (KS¢
happy. You never know,dbuld work!

behind the flat area. At weekends there can be

walkers and kite flyers obstructing thanding area
Paragliders and radioontrol planeseach have their
own separate airspace so paragliders are not a
problem(but if paragliders ever stray, give them right
of way).

The carpark is right on the slope so access |

particularly easy. For thedst soaring spot, park in the
furthest carpark and walk about 50 yards e&d3b not

Fte RANBOGte Ay FTNRYyG 2

paragliders fly there. Theub serves food and drink all g
day and there is usually an ice cream van i}

attendance. Sthis is not one of those locations where
you need to rough it!

If you see a big air modige a Jart going for jiyou know
the lift must be pretty decent
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Page 20


https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/devils-dyke/trails/ditchling-beacon-to-devils-dyke-south-downs-walk
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/devils-dyke/trails/ditchling-beacon-to-devils-dyke-south-downs-walk

Little and large A low, low pass at the Dyke

Marks out of 10? Park in the carpark (£2 except for members of the

550At 0a 5815 &O02passiblywortho dNignalg rt{%) Epé Yoy GRryvEtpaly 'aﬂfﬁh your plane )

8 but a point is deducted for crowding). FNBY UGKS OF N® ¢KS Lz Qa L}Zad
6.8 GKS gres G yAaA3aIKdG 5S50AtC

How doyou get there then? reputation for alfresco sex, so make sure you lesave

LT 22dzQNB &l NI A yaiveTowd Y3 2% GAaWSReX ZINgyidt @ 0SKAYRI |k
the M23. RssGatwick and keep going as the M23

becomes the A23. When you reach the A27, jus

outside Brightonget into the left lane to turn west
along the A27%towards Worthingg 6 dzi R2 Yy Q
because you need to exit at the next junction which i
less than a mile along the A27. This is the Bzl
is signposteds S @A £ Q &o rfoRh{up this road. -
Continue straight up the road for about 3 miles ak th [
glhe& G2 GKS G2L) o8 2dxQf f
off to the right but do not be tempted by these).

A touch of frost

Latitude 50.885 / Longitude0.212
550Af Q& 581S a
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http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=526045&y=111322&z=120&sv=526045,111322&st=4&ar=y&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf&dn=777&ax=526045&ay=111322&lm=0

DITCHLING BEACAAST SUSSEX Wind: NE

2 KSNBQa GKId GKSyYK
Can you countthéy ISNB 2y 2yS KI \}
many miles north of Brighton this is, a few miles off..= i ' —
the main London to Brighton road (the M23/A23).

{2 6KIGQa AdG fA]SK

Pretty great! The slope isbout 150 metres high and
is steeper than ... well, an unsteep slopelhe main
slopeis a lage bowl that face®INE. It works in north &
to northeast winds.If it gets anymore easerly than : 25 :
northeast, it stopsvorkingwell becausdo the rightis i hi TR e Y, WA
a hillblocking the wind. The slope is steagespite how it looks here

. Ditchling Beacon is public access land owned by the

National Trust. There are also other possible slopes
A both waysalong this ridge if you can bear the thought
/ of walking A couple of hundred yards west ofeth

carpark is a north facing slope that is almost as good
as the main slope. It is possible to soar along the
various bowls to Jack and Jill Hill, two miles west.
From the main slope, it ialso possible to contine
flying eastwards for several miles.

(%>
o
A 2
S0 ] o

A3 fAFGEX oA3 Gdz2NDdZ SyosS o

The lift is strong but for some reasorthere is often
turbulence. The landing area ia little narrow but
perfectly okay; although there is the odBarbed wire
FSyO0S AT & 2tdmRined to N&st thd
survivability é your pride and joy.L G Qa LINR 0
to launch and land from the flat top of the slope.
Some flyers climb over the fence to stand on the slop
itself, but the landing is rather restricted there. If the
wind is fran the north, the best flying will be at the far
end of the slope (about three hundred yards east off hree miles east of the carpark is Plumpton Hill, a bowl
the carpark) whereas if the wind is more northeast thethat produces big lifin north to northeast winds just
area closer to the carpark will be more directly into thelike Ditchling Beacorm but ssemsto have slightly
wind. smoother air.

All you have to do is avoid the fence and landing is easy
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Overall Ditchling Beaconhas great lift and a
reasonable lanthg area¢ although sometimes the
turbulenceprovides a bit too much excitementf it is
too gusty for your taste, you could always #d
around to themilder slope at Jack and Jiill.

If you want to send your family ofin walks while you
fly, there is a dowloadable brochure of walks in the

area Ditchling Walks

Marks out of 10?

s 4 Ditchling Beacon earngb LGQ&a | RLHNPBZER 3I2:
Plumpton Hill is very similar to Ditchling Beacon but the airnot hugely populax, Bopeep Hill attracts more flyers
can be a fraction smoother in northeast windsg but it usually has one or two

flyers on it when conditions are rightPlumpton Hill
and Kingston Castle Hill woutderit similar scores
except that access is a bit challengi

The reasorPlumpton Hillis not used by flyers is that
the access track is almo®o rough for vehicles.t is
probably best tdackle the track on foot, or hike from
Ditchling Beacon. The land at the top is working How do you get there then?

farmland owned by the Nationalrdst so be careful c2¢ ¢t 245 (KS RANBOGA 2 ya G2 wk Oy

not to flatten crops or anything like that. turn into Mill Lane. Continue on up the A273 for half
If hiking is your thing, visible from Plumpton Hill is; mile angjust before the road to Ditchlingllageturn
Kingston Castlélill. Thisorchidnature reserve has no right along the small road to Clayton (Underhill Lane
vehicular access but rewards the keen hiker vath gyentyally you reach a crossroads with a somewhat
good northeast bowl and various other northerly larger road:turn right up this road. 1 is signposted
flying spots. Information on the reserve is available wg¢ k § . §He adyfise® steeply thié National
from Natural England Care needs to be taken not o 1yt carparkat the cest of the hill on your right
trample the rare wildflowers and butterflies. 282d20t f 4838 (KSturdindiy Pekded § (2 2
the capark andwalk eastacross the road, the slope

is right there The other smaller slope is several
hundred yards west of the carpark. The air at this
smallerslope can be smoother if the main slope is too
gusty.

Plumpton Hill is accessed either by hiking from
Ditchling Beacon, or by foatp the public track that
begins opposite Plumpton ha. Kingson Castle Hill is
accessible from the carpark oRalmer Road tife
B2123 or from Kingston near Lewes

i G e fits R : S AR A : Latitude 50.89 / Longitude-0.104
L¥ e 2 dzQ N\.S dZL\lhe"FeHSl‘gl}bod fIylﬁg}\tGJbe Bad | L’J NB 1 D|tchl|nq Beacon Map
at Kingston Castle Hill

Plumpton Hill Map
Kingston Castle Hill Map
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http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/designatedareas/nnr/1006030.aspx
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/devils-dyke/trails/ditchling-beacon-to-devils-dyke-south-downs-walk
http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=533557&y=113132&z=120&sv=533557,113132&st=4&ar=y&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf&dn=777&ax=533557&ay=113132&lm=0
http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=536179&y=112722&z=120&sv=536179,112722&st=4&ar=y&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf&dn=624&ax=536179&ay=112722&lm=0
http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=537034&y=107737&z=120&sv=537034,107737&st=4&ar=y&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf&dn=625&ax=537034&ay=107737&lm=0

FIRLE BEACON, EAST SUSSEX Wind: N

2 KSNBQa GKId GKSyYK In north windthe lift at Firle is excellensmooth and
Near the south coast, off the A27 between Brightorreliable. The landing area at the top of th&ope is
and Eastbourne. huge, flat and free of obstructions although you
might manage to hit a cowpat if you try really hard.
Local flyers describe Firfle d | af 2¢@dithe ¢ &t 2 LJ

almost ®unds a bit damning! Actuallyriefersto the

fact that this is aslopewhereflyersare likely to enjoy

great lift andemerge with theirplanes intact ¢ and
GKSNBQa I t2d4 G2 0SS arAR T2NJ
There are three main slopes: one by the carpark, a

second one 800 yards eastwards (to the right), and a

third 500 yards to the west (acroghe road). The

second slope offers the best lift of all, but it is less

often used because it involves a ten minute walk

! " BAES ‘ ‘
A reallynice slope ... nice lift, nice landing, nice views ...

/.

) ’ . |south Dovers Way
{2 e6KIuQa Al fA]SK

This large, mellowslope h& been a popular radio
control flying location foroverforty years It is public
access land managed by tkérle Estate dpparently
the usual National Trust policies apply unpowered
glider flyingis welcome but poweflying isnot).

Firle Beacorworks best in northwind. The slope
seems quite fussy about wind direction: NNW an
NNE winds work, but northwest and northeast wind
are usuallytoo turbulent (nearby Bopeep Hill is the
place to be when the wind is northeast).

e

Firle wasa good sitdor the maiden flight of this mouid

The slope across the road is often usgtparagliders
when the wind is low, and at these times is best
'\ avoided by glider flyers Should paraglidergver fly
into the model flying area, always give them right of
way and don't fly too close. (The paragliding
Faa20Al GA2yQa L2t AOBHPA a
Policy)
A little under amile westof Firleis a superbbut
seldom used slope, Beddingham Bowlorks well in
north and NNEwinds. The landing area lmige and
flat. It isin front of two large telecommunications
masts These can be seeon the horizorfrom Firle
A mile further westof Beddingham Bowl is another
north facing bowl and a west facing slop¢hese are

(SN
(s}
—
~~

Last flight of the day coming in to land near the carpark
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http://www.bhpa.co.uk/
http://www.bhpa.co.uk/

described separately in the Itford Hdection, but in
fact you can easiliike between them all

Marks out of 10?
Firle is a marvellous sind earns 8.

Firle is popular for a reason

Park in the carpark on the left at the crest. The gate
to the landing area is near the far end of the carpark.

Walk eastwards for ten minutes to reach the best
flying spot

Beddingham Bowl iscaessed by hiking west along the
South Downs Way from Firldt only takes about 15
How do you get there then? minutes. There used to be a roadathled up to
From London go down the M23 to the A27 and geBeddingham Bowl from the A27, but this has now

yourself going east on the A27he turning is on the peen closed to motorised traffidou can still cycle up
right half a mile past Beddingham. The road ig you arefeeling particularly keen.

signposted Firle and also has a larger green sign

advertisng the stately home Firle Place y OS @& 2
made the turn, gastraight for o miles, through Firle

GAEEF3ASET dzZlJ GKS N théslogeh i

— IS

The bowl on the west side of the road is equally good
although in low winds it ibest left to paragliders

5 .

How many flyers haveat behind this handy windbreak
without realsing it is a 800 year oldomb?

Latitude 50.834 / Longitude 0.085
Firle Beacon Map

C A 8Hig 8fils good for weighty planes Beddingham Bowl Map
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http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=546894&y=106094&z=120&sv=546894,106094&st=4&ar=y&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf&dn=777&ax=546894&ay=106094&lm=0
http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=545572&y=106172&z=120&sv=545572,106172&st=4&ar=y&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf&dn=802&ax=545572&ay=106172&lm=0

HOLLY HILL, KENT Wind: SE

2 K SNB Qhien?i K | {
Off the M20 in Kent, arounddlmiles from the M25.

{2 6KIGQa AdG fA]SK

In the 1980s Holly Hill wathe place to fly in Kent. '
However it becme overgrown with brambles and is | b
y26 &aStR2Y dzaSRo . dzi
Council has beeclearirg the bushess part ofa new
policy of returning downland to its original grass

state, and once again Holly Hilbjsite agoodplace to
fly. Fyers are only justediscoveingit>x &2 A
a hidden gem.

Holly Hill faces SSE and works well auts to

southeast. W|'nds. Itis higher than th? current mOStA weather station has been set up near Holly Hill and
popular site in KentThurnhamCastle Hill, andften
produceamnorelift than that hill. Hollv Wind

T_he landing areé Is not béd _bUt not exaf:tly grea/& few miles from Holly Hill is another slope that merits
either. The landing area is basically the slagelf.

you can see an online live wind report here:

a mention: Blue Bell Hill. The slope faces sauttore

You have to land uphig by coming in really low and SSW to be preciselhe lift can be goobut is seldom

rising up the slope below the wind or by landing
sideways along thtop of the slope. This can be a little
tricky to achieve, so Holly Hildefinitely not the place
for large fragile models.

The upper part of the spe is public access land (the
Pilgrms Way managed by the locabancil), but the

smooth. Scrub igncroacling onto the landing area,
which is now not much bigger than your average
kitchen table. This, combined with the fact that the
slope often has picnickers on it, means that Blue Bell
Hill is not really suitable for beginners. Access to the
slope & easy since the carpark is right at the top @& th

lower partis private farmland. So it st tostayon . o
P P y slope. There is also anothsimilar slope ahundred

the upper portion of the slope. yards to the right of the main slope.

Grat lift in south to soleast winds Holly Hill twenty years ago (check out #imilarity with the
photoonthelefcA 6 Qa S@Sy GKS al vys$
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Time to duck? Less scrub than there used to be

Marks out of 10? Park on the side of the road at the junction where
Holly Hill has got to be worth 5 despite the fact that itBirling Hill becomes White Horse Road. There is a
is seldom used. North Downs Walk sign marking the entrance to a

path. The slope ithrough here, to your left.
How do you get there then?

Holly Hill is a couple of miles north of the M20. Exit a

Junction 4 (the A228) and drive into the villagke

Snodland (if you think this is a rather odd name, B
consider that the estate on the hill is called Punéstul
Snodland had a bishayamed Gandalph In Snodland
turn left at the High Street and continue straigirito B .
Constitution Hilluntil the end of the road (it changes
name a couple of times but you can see the slopd
straight aheadn the distancg. At the end of the road
turn right and drive p the hill.

B 7‘ B . .

Ble Bell Hill is not bad, and it often enjoys great thermals,
but the everdecreasing landing zone is a bit of a joke

To get to Blue Bell Hill, go back onto the M20 for two
junctions easwards then head north up the A2291fo

a couple of miles. Exit left when you see the Blue Bell
Hill sign. This slip road curves back on itself and takes
you straight into the carpark (nardeBlue Bell Hill
Picnic Site).

L¥ @&2dz tReogbKiBlué BRell KBillThurnham
Castle Hill ismy a couple of miles east of here (see
the separate listing fof hurnhamCastle Hill).

Sunshine and scenery

Latitude 51.335 / Longitude 0.310

Holly Hill Map
Blue Bell Hill Map
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ITFORD HILL, EAST SUSSEX Winds: W, N

2 KSNBQa GKId GKSyYK
Overlooking the A26, which is the road that goes fron
the A27 devn into Newhaven. >

{2 6KIGQa AdG fA]SK

Itford Hill has got to beone of thebest slopes that
seldomgets used for slope soaring. rReps this is
because the parking is at thetbtom of the slope and
A G Q&minute hike up the hilkt S Qa FI O
would really prefera nice carpark at the top with a
model shop and a Starbucks.

The slope that is visible from the road is a large, bare stroll up the hill is required
west facing slope.To be precise it fas WNW It
. . Marks out of 10?
producesgood lift despite the fact that the slope has i
. . L Itford Hill and Itfod Bowl are worth 6
a slightly shallow gradient There is aice large flat

landing area.ltford Hill isone of the few slopes where

it is feasible to start flying at the top and walk all the —
way down the hilback to your cawhile flying.

e #  Oneofthewdr RQa FANBG ZaRefedeNMinO2 YLISEA
> - the history of gliding; took place on Itford Hill in 1922

; How do you get there then?

Westslopes are ucommon but this is one of hem From the A27 turn south at the A26 roundabout
towards Newhaven. After two miles park in the layby

Behind the landing zone hidesremarkable surprise: your left, just before a large footbridge (which is

a fantasticnorth-facing bowl. The only reason Itford the only bridge over the A26). Walk eastwards up the

.26t R25ayQd 3IsS0 dzaSR A %eaHd@rlhd]SoJ‘[rPDO\bné Wé{/%o[.{he fgﬁ‘ogfﬁ\eohhl S FTNEBY
road and it akes 15minutes to walk to it AGQa by SHae wmn YAydziS 61t @

If you walk a few hundred yards south from this bOWIanng the South Downs Way is the major slope soaring
you come to yet another option: a shallow south site of Firle Beacon
facing slope This south slopis flyable but itis only

minor compared tahe excellennorth bowl. Latitude 50.828 /Longitude 0.043
[tford Hill Map
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http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=543764&y=105494&z=120&sv=543764,105494&st=4&ar=y&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf&dn=771&ax=543764&ay=105494&lm=0

IVINGHOE BEACOBUCKINGHAMSHIRE

Winds:W, N, NE, S

2 KSNBQa GKId GKSyYK
To the northwest of Londonup the A41,20 miles
outside the M25

{2 6KIGQa AdG fA]SK
Ivinghoe isone of the premier soaring destinatian

slope is good, althougtot all of them are great What
isgreatis that lvinghoéhas slopes facingimost every
direction and so can be flown ialmost every wind
Friendly flyers can be founidere on most days and
there is an excdlent
www.ivinghoe.org.uk

soaring club

optional but is highly recommended, many consider
it to be one of the best clubs in the country

Permitted slopes for launching and landing of model gliders

Gallows Hill

souTH FACERD

MODEL FLYING

/ AREAS
~Ne/ &
A
Steps Hill
(No Flying Area)
National
Trust

The mapproduced by the local clubits website is well
worth checking out

Ivinghoe has slopes facing west, north, northeast an
south. The slopes vary in steepness and so there i

something at Ivinghoe for everyonelt works for a
remarkable variety of windsiorth, northeast,east,
southeast, south, west and northwest

(see
Membership of the club is

So the only wind direction that @snot work well at
Ivinghoeis southwest.
Thebest slope is the west ona,very steep slope with

very goodift. Howevercg 2 dzft Ry Qi  &tislz 1y 26 A

slope is oneof the furthest from the carpark. Some
near London. It features a variety of slopes. Eachflyers complain about this 10 minutéke because it is
YAt RE &

LX I ySo
scale model...

dzZLIK A € €
hy GKS

0 dzii tdcargea FAY S
2 ( KMWBUEF YR AT

= YR L e S5 i
The west slope viewed from the carpark slope

G e T 0 <, ~

There are two milder slopes near the carpark for north
and northeast windscarpark slope andiangle slope

2y

¢tKS tATF KdAa$§

relaxed thermalling

0 KHew| 8e gbail Yol (

Ivinghoe has thearmaraderie lacking at less popular
locations
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http://www.ivinghoe.org.uk/

Ivinghoe Beacon is National Trust landBMFA
insurane is required and thefrequency control
pegboardoperated by the club must beused. Your
best bet is to check the club's website for visitor
requirements before you go, and make contact with
club members when you arrive they won't bite,
honest Ekctricpoweredsoarers are not allowedut
you can always just tape the blades to the fuselage.

X e

The trick at the steep west slope is to launch tesh stop
running pretty damn quicisomeoneought totell the dod)

Marks out of 10?

Each slope individually scores in the 5 taange.
However, mix them togetheand add a healthy dash
of friendly club atmosphereand Ivinghoe has got to :
be an 8

LiQa | 322R GKAYy3 F FNBIljdzSyoe Oz

By the way, nearby Dunstable Downs is also
occasionally recommended as a slope soaring site, but
in fact model flying is banned there. lvinghoe is for the
slope soarers, Dunstable forhd kite flyers and
paragliders.

¢KS gSaid atz20L350a tFyRAyEA 1
to it, so watch a locdandfirst

How do you get there then?

Ivinghoe is near Dundtée. From the M2%g0 up the
A41for 15 miles and exit at Tring. Follow the signs t
Ivinghoe for 4 miles. At Ivinghoe village turn right ai
the brown Ivinghoe Beacon sign and after oméle .
g2d0ft a$8 LOAY3IK2S . Sk Qau 2N &
mile up the access road and park in terpark. Two

slopes are right in front of you and the others are on

the ridge on the far side of the fields.

2HZNI NAIKU®  5NAGS K

Latitude 51.617 / Longitude0.890
lvinghoe Beacon Map
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http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=496277&y=216392&z=120&sv=496277,216392&st=4&ar=y&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf&dn=777&ax=496277&ay=216392&lm=0

JACK AND JIHLLL WEST SUSSEX Winds: N, NE, ENW

2 KSNBQa GKId GKSyYK
Jack and Jill Hill, and neighbouring Wolstonbury Hil
are ahandful of miles north of Brighton, just off the | &
main London to Brighton road (the M23/A23). ;

{2 6KIGQa AdG fA]SK

Jack and Jill Hilastwo old windmills on it named;
you guessed it Jack and Jill. Theide, gentle slope
facesnorth. It is about 120 metres higlg good big
slope. There are no obstructions or tregand landing

is easyc you could land D0 yards from where you f T Now
intended to land and still ot hit anything (except jack and Jill Hill is a pleasant slope witsy access and
perhaps sheep turds ...) easylanding

WolstonburyHill is just on the other side of the A273
but itis hardy visible from the road. &t many flyers
seem to know about jand it is seldom usedPerhaps
the problem is that it involves ive minute hke up
the hill. In realitythisis nota challenging climb The

lift is verygoodin northeastto ENEwinds, and usually
quite smooth. The landing area is reasonably large
and free of hazards.Watch out for full size gliders
which sometimes zoom low over the hill.

The lift is good bunot really thegdX; the slope is too
gentle and there is no lignd no funnelling effeat but =
GKFG YSEya GKSNBQa (tessi cuwn

circling hunting for thermals. There may radtvays
be enoud lift to thrill aerobatics nuts The besliftis .
in north to NNEwinds Northeast just about works,
but northwest does not. Wolstonbury Hill: little kown, little flown

If you find that Jack and Jill Hill is not delivering enougtPhe tar side of the bowl faces eastdanorks well in

excitementfor your taste, you could consd gettin . . . .
y y g g eastwinds. It enjoys lifts god as themainnortheas

your good selbver to Ditchling Beacon, twailes to . .
sectionexcept thatthe aircanbeless smooth because

your right. Alternatively tiere is ahiddengem of a the presence ofack and Jill Hékross the roaddds a
northeast slope to the left across the road:
dash ofturbulence

Wolstonbury Hill.
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On the left of tke bowl is the peak of the hikhnd over

the far side of this is a slope overlooking the A23 tha
works in northwestwinds. However the aican be Eigs
gusty due to fidges lower down the slope. Isi 3
probably fair to say that I8 A f Q & cobpie pfSIlEs
westacross the A23s a better northwest slope but
if the Dyke is too @wded, Wolstonbur@ 3 Y 2 NIi-.
facemight beworth a go

Jack and Jill Hill:apk and fly

How do you get there then?
From London galown the M23¢ avoid the urge to
GdzNy AyGd2 DIFEGHAO] ! ANLRNIZ &2
but doing something even betted and exit left onto
the A273 aboufive miles before BrightonEkollowthe
signs around towards Hassoaks the A273 To get to
ek 05 & i ot .. Jack and Jill Hill,atch out on your right for a little
Wolstonbury Hill on a sunny winter day road calledMill Lane which has a smalldwn sign
with awindmill on it. Go upMill Lanefor a couple of

Marks out of 10? hundred yards and park next to the windmill$:or

[SuQa 3ADS Swhigiaagogdsiopdant {oadyits fhbvigiors 6 KS Ay RY AL tBA® L2 &GO
deserves to be busier than it actually M/olstonbury 9PG. The slopas right in front of you. If you can be
Hill is wortha similar amounbr possibly even .6

bothered luggig your planes there are otherslopes
eastwards (to your right) including Ditchling Beacon,
two milesalong the South Downs Way

Wolstonbury Hllis onthe left before Mill Lane, upa
smallroadwith signs for dorseriding schoal A bridle
_— =i pathleads up the hiljafive minute walk).In the 190s

: r— B when WolstonbunHill was more often used for slope
soaring, fyers used to drive up this bridle patnd
parknear the top ofthe hill. That is still possibleut
the track is very rough, plug (i Qi cleaf 2hat
motorisedvehiclegreally have the right to use.iBoth

hills are public access land owned by the National

T : Trust.
Launching off the east face of Wolstonbury Hill

Latitude 50.904 / Longitude0.145
Jack and Jill Hill Map

Wolstonbury Hill Map
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http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=530400&y=113583&z=120&sv=530400,113583&st=4&ar=y&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf&dn=777&ax=530400&ay=113583&lm=0
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KEMSING DOWMKENT wind: S

2 KSNBQa GKId GKSyYK
Kemsing Down and neighbouring St Clere Down are F.q

few miles outside the M25 in Kegttwo of the closer E‘——-

slopes to London.

{2 6KIGQa AdG fA]SK
Model gliders have been flown dralf a dozen slopes

around the Otford area of Kent since the 1950s.}
However these slopes seldom seem to get used the
days, perhaps because they ameostly rather small
O2YLI NBR (2 (KS aftz2LlSa
more suited to delicate balsandtissue floaters, or R
modern equivalents such as Alulas, than modern big Clere Down: fly in private
air machines. Nevertheless, two hills in the aofir

significantslopes: Kemsing Down and St Clere DownA couple ofmilesto the east is St Clere Downgaod

but often deserted slope. The lift is pleasantly

smooth, altho@ K (G KS af 2LJSQa 3INI RASYy
the lift is nothuge The slopéaces south like Kemsing

and overlooks the little village of St Clei¢is private

land ¢ the St Clere Estateand to fly there you must

be a nember of the

Invicta Model Flyers Club This is enforced by a
shotguntoting gamekeeper! The fees are fairly

modest so it is worth joining if you live in the area. St

Clere Down is closddom Sepemberto February (to

allow pheasantto breed, apparently). The slope is

; A N often known by the nane of Wrotham (pronounced
Nothing to hit at Kemsing Down OROOC A YHE U

Kemsinddown is a large, exposed, grass/ered slope

of medium steepness. It faces precisely south an
overlooks the small village of Kemsing, outside thes
M25 to the southeast of London. It is public access
land owned by the local council. It works best inthou [
winds, although SSE through to SSW winds also wo '
well. It is quite highg almost 100 metres; and the
unobstructed grassy slopis the best part of a mile
wide. So landings not a problem at least foplanes
that do not require a level landing areaHowever

trees at the base of the slope can reduce the lift anc S
Easy launching and landing at St Clere
add a dash of turbulence.
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A couple of miles to the west, nearer the M25, ardf you have a small car you can probably park on the
several small slopes around Otford. Otford Mount haside of the road, but the road is so narrow that you
two modest slopes, one facing west (visible from thenay struggle to park a large car hera fact the lack
road that leads from Otford to Shoreham) and oneof parking is Kemsing's major limiting fact@nce you
facing south (overlooking Otford). Polhill Baska have scored a parking space, walk through the gate.
minor slope on the other side of the valley facing SSKou'll be quite startled by the size ohe slope
The slopes are too small for major lift but are pleasanimmediately in front of you since it is virtually invisible
locations for flying light planes. from the road. It's a bit of a hard hike to the top, but
at least there's a bench halfway up.

St Clere Down is eastwards from Kemsing Down along
the same road.It can also be accesséwmm Junction

2 of the M26, through the village of WrothanPRark

on Exedown Road,isplay your membershipard on
your dashboargdgo through the gate and waditraight
forward a hundred yardso reach the slope

Otford Mount is just north of Otford vilge and is
accessed from the road that runs north to Shoreham.
A path leads from the road to the slopes but it is not
easy to spot from the road. It is just south of an
isolated building that was once a telephone exchange.
PolhillBank igust outside the M25 but it isccessed

from inside the M25.L ¥ @2 dzQNB 2y {(KS

Marks out of 10?

Kemsing Down is wdnts ¢ not a prenier league slope
but not too shabbyall the same St Clere Dowris
worth the same amountbut rememberyou needto
join the club to fly there Polhill Bankand Otford
Mount are really jushandy spots for locals.

junction 4 and drive towards London for half a mile.
At the roundabout take the A224 south for about one
and a half miles until you see a pah your leftcaled
the Polhill Armgwhich now seems to be boardedp
Park and take th@ath (bridleway) that starts behind
the pub carpark.This diverges left and righake the
How do you get there then? left branch and after 100 yards cross the footbridge
The village of Gord is close to the M25, but the over the M25. Polhill Bank is a 5 mite walk through

LINEGE SY Aa GKFG GKSNB + WL and pyyriight 5 v st NI A

have to take a slightly convoluted route from junction Latitude 51.309 / Longitude 0.235
4 or 5. Once you're in Otford, go east onto Pilgrims Kemsing Dow Map
Way East, signposted Kemsinglote your mileage St Clere Down Map
readirg as you enter Pilgrims Way East and continue Otford Mount Map
along the road as it gets narrower for exactly 1.6 miles. Polhill BankMap

On your left you'll spot a metal gate with a little sign
saying Kemsing Down Nature Reserve.
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LONG MAMILL EAST SUSSEX Winds:N, NW, NE SW W

2 KSNBQa GGKFd GKSYyK
A few miles northwest of Eastbourne in East Sussex.

{2 6KIGQa AdG fA]SK

There are several slopes her@he slope that can be
seen most clearly from the roagithe one withthe
Long Man on it is a very largdowl with superhblift.

It works in a range of northerly windst facesmainly
north, although around the bowl it varies from NNE to
northwest In fact it is often referred to as a northwest

slope ot oS r 4 v g e
} sy ‘h LR R

Wind is magnified athe southwest bowl: 20mph wirzh
the flat will be 30mphor moreat thetop of thebowl

Take care not to fly low and slow over the sunken track
behind this landing area, because thewnde weird
turbulence there. One landing option is to come in
sideways and turn into the wind in the last few
seconds. For areally safe landing option, it is possible
to walk up to the peak of the hill (to your left) and land
on the nice flat area up there.

—

The Long Man loved holding the slope raééurhné?liers

There is also a goodouthwest bowl which has a
flyable westfacing flaik. This bowl! funnelshe wind

a2 @2dzQf t hdissBoyigerftaryfotecask
Thelanding area is the wide but shallow strip along the
top of the bowl

wSEFf YSy FNByYyQil | FNIaAlRyXi2 fdza oA
The ascent from the carpark will sedike a refreshing

spot of exercise or a real chodependirg on the size

of your beer belly!'The walk is about 20 minutes if you

start at the main carpark. From the slope soafers

carpark (see below) the walk takes-18 minutes,
Zé) lE(EN\]EIS EZ K‘- zt zZL) UKS KATf f

CNRAY3 P LI EFYyS GKEFEGQa y2a 0
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e el B ,.
ous, 1939 Hindover Hill is high and over the Cuckmere River

he Wilmington Gian b Eric Ravili
A friendly club often flies at Long Man and is welA couple of milessouthwest of Long Man Hill is
worth joining:eastsussexsa.co.uk another reasonably goospot, Hindover Hill. This is a
BMFA insurance iequired to fly at Long Man. This isverysteep bowl that faces easthere is a carpark and
because the southeast section of the BMFA pays a feeooded area at the top.To the right of the wooded
for use of the site, which is managed by arareais an eastfagenaybe a bit BE)and to the leftis
archaeological society (due the presence of the Long southeast faceThe lift can be strong but turbulent.
Man). Of course it's smart to have BMFA insuranc&he landing areaat the top of theslopesare small
irrespective of whee you fly. although it is possibleotfly down and land iriields.

When the wind is less than about-1@mph Hindover
Marks out of 10? Hillis popular with paraglidersso it would be wise to
The slopesy SNRA Gy Ol y2 dZRdne dZﬁ%/'HtSeonly when the wind is strong. The site is best
knockoff a point for the climid known by itsnickname High and Over.

How do you get there then?
LT @2dzQNB adFNIAYy3 FNRY vy 5 aHo 03
the A27. Drive east along the A27 to the Wilmingtor 4
exit (you will see the brown Long Man signt (i Q&
couple of miles before the Eastbourne exit). Turl :
down this road Alittle under a mile past theretty ™= '
village of Wilmingtonis a small carpark on the hg i
that is used by flyer the know. This offersa shorter ¢
walk to the peak than does the main carpark in_
Wilmington.
Across the road from thislope soarer€carparkis a ‘ gt 2o
gate to goublicpath. Up thispath thesouthwestboowl [ 2y 3 al yQa azdziKgSai 026t Aa y2
is reached firston your right. Just past that ithe ~mainnorhwestbowl> odzi AGQ& adAtt LINBlGGe
northwestbowl ¢ Long Maa o6 A 3 X Srayour & £ 2 LIS Latitude 50.808 / Longitude 0.190
left. Long Man Hill Map

Hindover Hill Map
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MINSTER CLIFFS, KENT Winds: N,NE,E

2 KSNBQa GGKFd GKSYyK arehuge spotsbut the flying can be excellent with the
The cliffs at Minster are on the north shore of the Islaight model in the right conditions.

of Sheppey in Kent. The island also ofters other
flying sposon its east shorat Warden

{2 6KIGQa AdG fA]SK

The Minstercliffs are modestyet nicely flyable in
north to northeastwinds. The cliffs face NNE and this
is the ideal wind direction to fly inThe lift is notbig
enough for heavynodels, but the ultresmooth sea air

makes lying light models a pleasur@he landing area
is small so foamies are a good choice.

Warden Point can be good fun with light models

How do you get there then?

To getto Minster Cliffs, head eastwards from London
and go up the A249 and over the bridge onto the Isle
of Sheppey. Follow the signs into Minster.Some
flyers parkin the free carparlat the end of Seathorpe
Avenueand walk a hundred yards eastwards

To get to Warden Springs, go to Eastchurch alidvio

- G , Warden Road to the coast. The flying area is just to
Minster: foamies are go the right of the road.

To get to Warden Pointyalk from Warden Springer
drive around to Warden Bay amggbup CliffDrive until

it becomes a gneel track. Park a few yards up the
track6 Sy adz2NRAy 3 @2dz R2y Qand 6f 201
you'll see the cliffs to your right.

These three flyingareas are owned by the local
council. Takegreat care not to land in the private
gardens behind the public pathsThe Bartons Point
Model Flying Clusometimedlies at these sites and is
wellworth joining if you live in the area.

About fourmiles east of Minster Cliffs are two spots,
Warden Poinand Warden SpringsThe spot that has
been used for years, Warden Point, is getting kena
due to coastal erosion. hE landing zone is now
extremelyrestricted. However, itis uniquein working

in east wind Warden Springs isfaw hundred yards
to the north. Itis amore recently discovered site that
faces northeast. It has better liff possibly the best
on the island.

Marks out of 10? Latitude 51.422 / Longitude 830
Minster Cliffs scores 5, adoes Warden Springs Minster Cliffs Map

Warden Point is now probably only aMone of these Warden Point Map

Warden Springs Map
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http://bpmfc.blogspot.com/
http://bpmfc.blogspot.com/
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MOUNT CABURN, EAST SUSSEX wind: S

2 KSNBQa GKId GKSyYK
About ten miles east of Brighton on the A27.

{2 6KIGQa AdG fA]SK
Mount Caburn is hard to miss if you drive along this
stretch of the A27. Itis a large, bare, conical hill whic
is often teeming with paragliders. Due to this
popularity, it is recommendedthat Mount Caburn
shouldonlybeused byradio controlglider flyersvhen
the wind is too srong for paragliders

Theview to the southwest (the ideal wind direction is south
to SSW)

Flying at Mount Caburn involves a climb to the peak.
There arefour or five mpssibleroutes. The easiest
route is from the village o&Glynde behind the slope
That climb islesssteep than the others There is a

tough climb and should not be attempted by anyone
with doubtful cardiovascular fitness.

Mount Cdurn as seen from the A27

Mount Caburn is &lational Nature Bservemanaged
by Natural England on behalf of the landowner, the
Glynde Estate The land is grazed by a tenant farmer o
The hill works in south windMount Caburn is not a [ |

particularly popularadio controlflying site and there _,h“‘ m”“ ; :’I:

are often nomodel gliders even when conditions are ""!! !U;{“JL;'J’LIL:JH [
good. st
A paragliding school operates from the hilllt is
requested thaimodel fyers respect thiand stay away
when the wind $ low enough for paragliders (&ieles, ¢ : 5
the hill is not much good famodel gliders when the This is the entrance to theasiest path to the topc the sign
wind is lo}. When the wind is over about2mph, aF @& W[ A OSYyDSR2 2@ /LK aideNy Q

modelgliderflyersusually have tte hill to themselves. ) ) )
Mount Caburnis not really suited to unaccompanied

Should lid abviously right of
Otlid any paraglicers appeabviolisly nght of way novices. The smart thing for newcomers to do would

must always be given tthem. The British Ha
o y g o o ) g be to get in touch with this friendly club which
Gliding and Paragliding Association provides ver%/ . .
ometimes flies at Mt Caburn:

sensible advice on this matter:
) WWW.eastsussexsa.co.uk
BHPA Policy
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http://www.slopehunter.co.uk/resources/Paraglider+and+Model+Flyer+Advice.pdf
http://www.eastsussexsa.co.uk/

How do you get there then?

From the M23 head east on the A27. A couple of miles

after Lewes you W see Mount Caburn on your left.

Take the exit marked Glynde, which is half a mile after

you pass Mount Caburn (the exit is the first road to

your left after the Beddingham roundabout).

If you prefer to take the hard man route to the top,

turn left into Ranscombe Lane a few huedryards

before the easiespathd® 5NRA @GS dzy GAf @& 2dzQl
the slope, quite close to the A27, and the entrance

T - gate is on your right Take a moment to park
This is thénard man route to the tojg beware, the climb is  considerately because the locals get annoyed by city
tougherthan it appears from the base typesabandoning vanity four teel drives all osr the

lane. Go through the metal gate and cross the field.

Givethe bullawide berth ¥ K S Qa ,akdphead KS FA S
for the red ribbonthat marks the location of the stile

leading to the path up to the summit.

There is information on Mount Caburn National

Nature Reserve on this websitdatural England The

information leaflet is worth downloading because it

Marks out of 10?
Mount Caburn scores.5Without the climb and the
paragliders imightbe worth 6.

describes thedscinating history of Mount Caburn and
features model flying on page 24.

Across the A27/rom Mount Caburncan be seen
various northeasslopes such as Kingston Castlid,

which is a very good bowhat is only accessible by
hiking. Further details onikgston Castle Hill are given
in the Ditchling Beacon listing.

53,
e Latitude 50.859 / Longitude 0.052

The hard man route also involves negotiating your y past Mount Caburn Map
this bad boy and his harem
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http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5018623953338368
http://www.streetmap.co.uk/newmap.srf?x=544410&y=108830&z=3&sv=544410,108830&st=4&ar=Y&mapp=newmap.srf&searchp=newsearch.srf

NEWHAVENKLIFFEEAST SUSSEX wind: S

2 KSNBQa GKId GKSyYK
On the south coast, halfway between Brighton and.
Eastbourne. :

{2 6KIGQa AdG fA]SK
Newhaven is a goaspot for cliff soaringThe cliffs are
about 50 metres highand the best part of a mile wide
The lift issmooth and strongvhen the wind is from
the south, andhe cliffs can also usually be used wherf=
the wind is from the southest or southeast 5

The WWII gun bases make good wind breaks

How do you get therghen?

Drive down the A26 into NewhaverCross the River
Oase and ihe centre of towrfollow the brown signs
to Newhaven Fort. Turn right up the fatcess road
and park in the fort carpark. Lug your plane up to the
cliffs and throw it. There are so@ble cliffs westwards
almost to Brighton.

wSIFR GKS &aradya |yR R2yQi

LT 22dzQNB FFNI AR 2F KSA "
to sea, this mighthot be the place for you But in
reality cliff soaring is more a psychological proble
GKFYy Fy | ObGdzrf KFETFNRZ
land and avoid going much out to sedust make sure

your battery is charged and your plane is in goo
shape.

Perhaps the worst aspect tfiesecliffsis the lack of & e . <
large landing aread. (iaabit narrow and backed by Seaford Head W|th Beachy Head on the horlzon
brambles.L (i terébié hiit itwould be a challenge
to land a4-metre scale glider here.Head west for
better landing spots.

Visibleto the eastare more cliffat Seaford These e
also very soarable but invohgite alongwalk from
the Seaford HeadlocalNaturecarpark.

Marks out of 10? Latitude50.781/ Longitude 0.048
This is & ... unless you loaththe challenges of cliff Newhaven Cliffs Map
soaringA y S KAOK OFasS F2NJeé&z2dz AdQa | HH Seaford Head Map
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http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=544296&y=100041&z=120&sv=544296,100041&st=4&ar=y&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf&dn=777&ax=544296&ay=100041&lm=0
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ST AGNES HEAD AND THE SOUTH WESWinds: N, NW, W, SW

2 KSNBQa GGKFd GKSYyK Despite these advantages, Stngg Head isften not
St Agnes Head is on the north coast of Cornwaltrowded since there are no njar population centres
between Newquay and St Ives. neaby. Sometimeghere are no flyers, or grhaps
one or two. At other timeshere canbe a dozenor
{2 6KIGQa AdG fA]SK more if a localflying club decides to organise a visit.
So much of the Cornwall coastline is soarable that it Buring the summer Halay period walkers are
almost pointless trying to list individual sites.common on the coastal pathRyers must not fly too
However,a site that stands out as being the best inclose towalkers¢ which sounds obvious but requires
Cornwallg and one of the best in the countryis St extra care becausthe path is partly out of sight.
Agnes Head.
St Agnes is a great site because it has amazingly go
lift, it works in a wide variety of wind ictions, and it
has ahugéandingarea. Ot KS 2 4§ KSNJ K I
much elseat StAgnes Head! It could be described ag

a rather featureless, deserted areautBhat would be
missing the point: the magic is in the air.

Dramatic viewstothe Soui N2 Y ¢ dzo 68 Q& t 2AY

Photographs can make St Agnes lobkllenging but

in reality you will be launching, flying and landing on

GKS Ftl Gz IyR g2y QdramétdSy o6S |
cliffs since they fall off gradually out of sight.

Summer evenmflying at the coastguard slope

Just what makedhe lift at St Agnes so good? For one
thing, the cliffs are incredigl high, so the lift is big.
Secondly the air is uncannily smooth after having
passed over ghousand miles of ocean. Thirdlhe
top of the cliffsisrounded, with no sharp lip, so there
is none of the tubulence that occurs at other high
cliffs such as Beachy Head. To taglitff, the landing
area is vastflat and free of turbulence The overall

effect is to make the flyingxciting yet streséree. Sun, sea and soaring

There are three camgrks near three main soaring
areas. The first carpark you come to is known locally
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