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TOP TENL®PE SOARING SITES

This guide feature60 slopesin southernEnglandfor
flying radio contromodelgliders. (There are another "
90 slopes on the map available on the website ”gw
Slopehunter Google Map

To whet your appetite, here aréhe top ten slopes in ,
the southeast They're in no particular order since P
your favourites will dependn the winddirectionand
how close you live to the slopes.

BEACHY HEAD
When Beachy Head is on, the lift is amazing: strong and

[ £ 5 e
buttery smooth. Ivinghoe Beacon
BOPEEP HILL
Excellent smooth lift, very silai to FirleBeacorbut ks

slightly less well known.

BUTTS BROW
A couple of great bowls plus a couple of secondary slopes

DEVIL'S DYKE
SuperHift but can be crowded.

DITCHLING BEACON
Plenty ofiift but can be turbulent.

FIRLE BEACON
Excellent smooth lifhard to fault.

Firle Beacon
HARTING DOWN
Not so well knowrbut lift as good as the very best
IVINGHOE BEACON 7

A great range of slopes and a wonderful friendly scene.

LONG MAN HILL
A selection of superdlopes but quite a hike to get to them.

MILL HILL
The lift isgreatand the flyers friendly.

(If this was a top welve, Butser Hilhnd ThurnhamCastle
Hill wouldalso be @ the list Butop to6 St @S 2 dza
soundright!)

Long Man Hil
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http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&hl=en&msa=0&msid=103290592315162107965.000455d330c2eab44f708&ll=51.144894,-0.318604&spn=0.859804,2.460938&z=9

BEACHY HEABAST SUSSEX Winds: & S, E

2 KSNBQa (KIFIG GKSyK
On the south coast near Eastbourne.

{2 6KIGQAa AG tA1SK

Beachy Head is a prettsemarkable place. Ihas

several slopeas well asniles of cliffs to soar from. 4
The main slope faces southeastith views over 3
Eastbourne It is alarge grassy slopeof medium
steepness about 90 metres hight offers excellent
smoothlift in southeastwinds¢ Ay ¥ OdG A (0
anything from east through to SSE windghere is a
decent amount ofground to land onbut watch for [ Eis s WSS A . .
tourists. Hurlinga biggie into the smootlift of the southeast bowl

There are also a couple of sodicing bowls along

the top of the cliffs that are large enougio soar The cliffs work best in south winds, althdug
from without having to flyout over the sea southeast through to southwest will also work. The
If you crave moreexcitement, head to thesdge of lift is usually excellent. Howeresometimesthe lift
the main cliffs(not too near the edge those little  fails to appeaon hot summer daysven though the

bunches of fake flowers mark the locations of Wind seems perfect This isdue to a strange
suicides) phenomenon: the warm wind gets cooled by tbeld

sea and cannot rise up the cliffs. On hot days like this
the site would often be too crowded with day
trippersfor comfortable flying anyway.

Beachy Had is public access land managed by the
National Trust and owned by the Gilbert Estatéhe
BMFA has an agreement with the Trust which
stipulates that glides are allowed but motorised
planes are not.

There might be a smidgeon of lift here, what do yankf

The cliffsare over 100 metreshigh ¢ in other words,
pretty staggering; and the slopes otop add half as
much again The cliffsare only for flyers confident in
their planes and their stick twiddling, since obviously
there is potential to lose alane into the sea 7
Turbulence can be tricky at the lip in higher winds =@ 2 oy ;
Just fly high over the lip to avoid the turbulence and® KSy &LINA Y3 A& dthdught&ibn tb denyd & 2 dzy 3
land well back. SOAIEIs..
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How do you get there then?

Drive down the M23 from London and then east
along the A27 to the first Eastbourne junction, the
A2270 (jus to cause confusion this is marked
Willingdon rather than Eastbourne). Stay on the
A2270 heading into Eastbourne, and a mile before
the seafront take a sharpght onto the A259 (this is
the coastal road that leads to Brighton). Head west
on this for two miles and then take a left onto the

%

.HmMno G2 . SI OKe stef) Rarkdrh 6 Q& ¢S
(PN : : the Countyside Centre carpan£1.40 for two hours)

Crikey, where did he come from?! 2NJ AF @2dz2QNB FSStAy3a OKSSi1e |
carpark.

One downside of Beachy Head is that i&igourist

spot and flyers will be asked dafuestions as they fly

62 KFB8AY I SAG dzLJZ  [IButldS i

matter how silly the questions, the onlookers are

invariably friendly and have even been known to

applaud!

Sometimes paragliders fly &eachy Head. Always

give paragliders right of way and allow them plenty

of airspace.

Marks out of 107

Beachy Head gets@ YR LISNKI LJA S & wa V7

really on. The main flying spqtthe southeast bowl - = . L Ak;’:{ ! e o

¢ is superb in the right conditions, and ad@nus the Z:]Iige?; Oz dA R NBEONBWbaAts Bh RB& e | St RQA

chalk cliffs are among the best soaring cliffs in the

UK. Another soaring site, Butts Brow, is nearby (you

passed it ging down the A220). It also has a
southeast slope, although natearly as good as the
one at Beachy Head

Latitude 50.736 / Longitude 0.253
Beachy Head Map

Landingiseasyk & f2y3 & &2dz R2y Qi KAG FyezyS$s
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http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=559234&y=95774&z=120&sv=559234,95774&st=4&ar=y&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf&dn=777&ax=559234&ay=95774&lm=0

BELTINGELIFE KENT

Wind: N

2 KSNBQa (KIFIG GKSyK

One of the fewcoastalsoaring sites ifkKent, Beltinge
Cliffs rise between Beltinge and Reculvan the
north coastof Kent
GQa AG tA1SK

{2 6KI

The cliffs at Beltingare a rarity in southern England:

cliffs that facenorth. They work well in north winds
obviously. These are irregular, eroding cldanks
and cliffs, popular with fossil huets. The areais
public access land owned by the local councithe
cliffs are notas high as those at Beachy Helawk
Y SOSNI KSt S a soaiafedriendddlitiofish
are right The windspeedrange thatseems to work
best is around 10mph to 20mphWhen the wind
exceedsabout 20mph the lift breaks up into strong
turbulenceand the cliffs become unsoarable

The cliffs at the Reculvend are a proteted area. f
you fly along this section you shouldke great care

(obviously this is unlikely, since any glider that

Marks out of 10:

Beltinge really only merits 5, but the spot is worth
knowing about because it is one of the few north

facing slopes in Kent. One other is at Minster on the
Isle of Sheppey (see the Minster Cliffs section).

Beltinge offersslightly higher cliffs and a larger

landing area than Minster.

. FOR'SEA RESCUE '
DIAL 999

5 COASTGUARY
P = % T’““"‘aw-g .
not to upset the sand martins that nest in the cliffs If you dumpa plane in the sea you could try aSk'ng the

ﬁ .}; 2

coastguardto rescue it ... or maybe not ..

collides with the cliff face is about to be lost to sea!) How do you get there then?

wdza i 22

R 2 y Qiithe 8dgdi...

y St

Drive from London easgtardson the M2 andake the
A299 tavardsHerne Bay. &a couple of mileslong

the coastto the village ofBeltinge. The cliffs rurfor

about a milebetween Beltinge and ReculvePark in

the carpark at the end of Bishopstone Lanéou can
launch from the grass area in front of the cark.

2 SQNB Gt 1 Ay3 | tbe?eddisida of
London, so Beltingées one of the furthessites that
are within relatively easy shoting distance of the
capital.
taking them on a fossil huntiredventure...

Latitude 50.375 Longitude 1.168
Beltinge Cliffs Map
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Rrhapsyou could convince th&ids@ 2 dzQ NB


http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=621053&y=168838&z=120&sv=621053,168838&st=4&ar=y&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf&dn=744&ax=621053&ay=168838&lm=0

BOPEEP HILEAST SUSSEX

Wind: NE

2 KSNBQa (KIFIG GKSyK
Near the south coast, jusouth of the A27 between
Brightonand Eastbourne.

{2 6KIFIGQa AG tA1SK

Nice. L G Q& t soid af @il hul quie steep so

G§KSNBEQa 3I22R fAFlO® ¢ KS
hazards. The hill faces netheast and ¢ surprise,

surprise¢ flies best in northeast winds.n fact there

are threeslopes hereall equally good

There is lots of lift ovehe launchareaso plans need tde
thrown forwards, not upwards

In many ways the slopes Bbpeep arelike Fite, and
indeed Bogep Hill is less than twanmiles from Firle.

. 2LI8SLI0& FANJ Ad a2 YSiA Yegire $o/d detdinfatio® The gdod ReXLigtHaK | &

fryRAYy3 T2yS Aa tFNHBHS FyR

2 Kl Q& 32 AY Zthesgcord @dnhg?li K S NB

Sometimes Bopeep hostparaglider school®n the
slope nearest the carprk. This is usuallyhen the
wind is less than I@iph or so. If this happensyou
can either walk several hundred yards furttesst or
head in the opposite direction bgrossing the road
and walking several hundregardswest. Should any
paragliders enter thenodel glideraerial fray always
give them right of way andly away from them.
Further adviceon this issue can be read here:
BHPAPolicy

There is lift in the landing zonef all slopes so
getting your plane back down onto terra firn@an

FA NJ bbtCBbpeepseldom gets crowded, whereas there is very little turbulence behind the landing

Firle can be pretty populat weekends

areas so you can safely flyell back andand slowly.

On Saturdays the scale guys sometimes meet up at Bopeepointy and purposeful
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http://www.slopehunter.co.uk/resources/Paraglider+and+Model+Flyer+Advice.pdf

