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TOP TEN SLOPE SOARING SITES 
 

This guide features 60 slopes in southern England for 

flying radio control model gliders.  (There are another 

90 slopes on the map available on the website: 

Slopehunter Google Map).   

To whet your appetite, here are the top ten slopes in 

the southeast.  They're in no particular order since 

your favourites will depend on the wind direction and 

how close you live to the slopes. 

 

BEACHY HEAD 

When Beachy Head is on, the lift is amazing: strong and 

buttery smooth. 

BOPEEP HILL 

Excellent smooth lift, very similar to Firle Beacon but 

slightly less well known. 

BUTTS BROW 

A couple of great bowls plus a couple of secondary slopes. 

DEVIL'S DYKE 

Superb lift but can be crowded. 

DITCHLING BEACON 

Plenty of lift but can be turbulent. 

FIRLE BEACON 

Excellent smooth lift, hard to fault. 

HARTING DOWN 

Not so well known but lift as good as the very best. 

IVINGHOE BEACON 

A great range of slopes and a wonderful friendly scene. 

LONG MAN HILL 

A selection of superb slopes but quite a hike to get to them. 

MILL HILL 

The lift is great and the flyers friendly. 

(If this was a top twelve, Butser Hill and Thurnham Castle 

Hill would also be on the list.  But top tǿŜƭǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 

sound right!) 

 

 
Ivinghoe Beacon 
 

 
Firle Beacon 
 

 
Long Man Hill 
 
 

 

http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&hl=en&msa=0&msid=103290592315162107965.000455d330c2eab44f708&ll=51.144894,-0.318604&spn=0.859804,2.460938&z=9
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BEACHY HEAD, EAST SUSSEX               Winds: SE, S, E 
 

²ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƴΚ 

On the south coast near Eastbourne. 

 

{ƻ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƛǘ ƭƛƪŜΚ 

Beachy Head is a pretty remarkable place.  It has 

several slopes as well as miles of cliffs to soar from. 

The main slope faces southeast with views over 

Eastbourne.  It is a large grassy slope of medium 

steepness about 90 metres high.  It offers excellent 

smooth lift in southeast winds ς ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ 

anything from east through to SSE winds.  There is a 

decent amount of ground to land on but watch for 

tourists. 

There are also a couple of south-facing bowls along 

the top of the cliffs that are large enough to soar 

from without having to fly out over the sea. 

If you crave more excitement, head to the edge of 

the main cliffs (not too near the edge ς those little 

bunches of fake flowers mark the locations of 

suicides).   

 

 
There might be a smidgeon of lift here, what do you think? 

 

The cliffs are over 100 metres high ς in other words, 

pretty staggering ς and the slopes on top add half as 

much again.  The cliffs are only for flyers confident in 

their planes and their stick twiddling, since obviously 

there is potential to lose a plane into the sea.  

Turbulence can be tricky at the lip in higher winds.  

Just fly high over the lip to avoid the turbulence and 

land well back.   

 

 
Hurling a biggie into the smooth lift  of the southeast bowl 

 
The cliffs work best in south winds, although 

southeast through to southwest will also work.  The 

lift is usually excellent.  However, sometimes the lift 

fails to appear on hot summer days even though the 

wind seems perfect.  This is due to a strange 

phenomenon: the warm wind gets cooled by the cold 

sea and cannot rise up the cliffs.  On hot days like this 

the site would often be too crowded with day-

trippers for comfortable flying anyway.  

Beachy Head is public access land managed by the 

National Trust and owned by the Gilbert Estate.  The 

BMFA has an agreement with the Trust which 

stipulates that gliders are allowed but motorised 

planes are not. 

 

 
²ƘŜƴ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƳŜƴΩs thoughts turn to sexy 
soarers ... 



 
slopehunter.co.uk 

Page  4 
 

 

 
Crikey, where did he come from?! 

 
One downside of Beachy Head is that it is a tourist 

spot and flyers will be asked daft questions as they fly 

όά²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǳǇΣ ŀ ǇŜǘǊƻƭ ŜƴƎƛƴŜΚέύ  But no 

matter how silly the questions, the onlookers are 

invariably friendly and have even been known to 

applaud! 

Sometimes paragliders fly at Beachy Head.  Always 

give paragliders right of way and allow them plenty 

of airspace. 

 
Marks out of 10? 

Beachy Head gets 7 ς ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ŜǾŜƴ у ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ 

really on.  The main flying spot ς the southeast bowl 

ς is superb in the right conditions, and as a bonus the 

chalk cliffs are among the best soaring cliffs in the 

UK. 

 

 
Landing is easy ς ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƙƛǘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ 

How do you get there then? 

Drive down the M23 from London and then east 

along the A27 to the first Eastbourne junction, the 

A2270 (just to cause confusion this is marked 

Willingdon rather than Eastbourne).  Stay on the 

A2270 heading into Eastbourne, and a mile before 

the seafront take a sharp right onto the A259 (this is 

the coastal road that leads to Brighton).  Head west 

on this for two miles and then take a left onto the 

.нмло ǘƻ .ŜŀŎƘȅ IŜŀŘ όƛǘΩǎ ǿŜƭƭ ǎƛƎƴǇƻsted).  Park in 

the Countryside Centre carpark (£1.40 for two hours) 

ƻǊ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ŎƘŜŜƪȅ ǇŀǊƪ ŦƻǊ ŦǊŜŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉǳō 

carpark.   

 

 
¸ƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘŜ .ŜŀŎƘȅ IŜŀŘΩǎ WWII battles with PSS 
gliders! 

 

Another soaring site, Butts Brow, is nearby (you 

passed it going down the A2270).  It also has a 

southeast slope, although not nearly as good as the 

one at Beachy Head.   
 

Latitude 50.736 / Longitude 0.253 

Beachy Head Map

 

  

http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=559234&y=95774&z=120&sv=559234,95774&st=4&ar=y&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf&dn=777&ax=559234&ay=95774&lm=0
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BELTINGE CLIFFS, KENT                Wind: N 
 

²ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƴΚ 

One of the few coastal soaring sites in Kent, Beltinge 

Cliffs rise between Beltinge and Reculver on the 

north coast of Kent. 

 

{ƻ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƛǘ ƭƛƪŜΚ 

The cliffs at Beltinge are a rarity in southern England: 

cliffs that face north.  They work well in north winds, 

obviously.  These are irregular, eroding clay banks 

and cliffs, popular with fossil hunters.  The area is 

public access land owned by the local council.  The 

cliffs are not as high as those at Beachy Head but 

ƴŜǾŜǊǘƘŜƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴƛŎŜƭȅ soarable when conditions 

are right.  The wind speed range that seems to work 

best is around 10mph to 20mph.  When the wind 

exceeds about 20mph the lift breaks up into strong 

turbulence and the cliffs become unsoarable.   

The cliffs at the Reculver end are a protected area.  If 

you fly along this section you should take great care 

not to upset the sand martins that nest in the cliffs 

(obviously this is unlikely, since any glider that 

collides with the cliff face is about to be lost to sea!) 

 

 
Wǳǎǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƻƻ ƴŜŀr the edge ... 

Marks out of 10:  

Beltinge really only merits 5, but the spot is worth 

knowing about because it is one of the few north 

facing slopes in Kent. One other is at Minster on the 

Isle of Sheppey (see the Minster Cliffs section). 

Beltinge offers slightly higher cliffs and a larger 

landing area than Minster. 

 

 
If you dump a plane in the sea you could try asking the 
coast guard to rescue it ... or maybe not ... 

 
How do you get there then? 

Drive from London eastwards on the M2 and take the 

A299 towards Herne Bay.  Go a couple of miles along 

the coast to the village of Beltinge.  The cliffs run for 

about a mile between Beltinge and Reculver.  Park in 

the carpark at the end of Bishopstone Lane.  You can 

launch from the grass area in front of the carpark.   

²ŜΩǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ тл ƳƛƭŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ the east side of 

London, so Beltinge is one of the furthest sites that 

are within relatively easy shooting distance of the 

capital.  Perhaps you could convince the kids ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 

taking them on a fossil hunting adventure ... 

 

Latitude 50.375 / Longitude 1.168 

Beltinge Cliffs Map 

 
  

http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=621053&y=168838&z=120&sv=621053,168838&st=4&ar=y&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf&dn=744&ax=621053&ay=168838&lm=0
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BOPEEP HILL, EAST SUSSEX             Wind: NE 

 

²ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƴΚ 

Near the south coast, just south of the A27 between 

Brighton and Eastbourne. 

 

{ƻ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƛǘ ƭƛƪŜΚ 

Nice.  LǘΩǎ ŀ ŎƛǾƛƭƛǎŜd sort of hill, but quite steep, so 

ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ƭƛŦǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƭŀƴŘƛƴƎ ȊƻƴŜ ƛǎ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŜŜ ƻŦ 

hazards.  The hill faces northeast and ς surprise, 

surprise ς flies best in northeast winds.  In fact there 

are three slopes here, all equally good. 

 

 
There is lots of lift over the launch area so planes need to be 
thrown forwards, not upwards   
 

In many ways the slopes at Bopeep are like Firle, and 

indeed Bopeep Hill is less than two miles from Firle.  

.ƻǇŜŜǇΩǎ ŀƛǊ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀǎ ǎƳƻƻǘƘ ŀǎ 

FƛǊƭŜΩǎ, but Bopeep seldom gets crowded, whereas 

Firle can be pretty popular at weekends.   

 

 
On Saturdays the scale guys sometimes meet up at Bopeep 
 

 

 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ς the second coming? 

 

Sometimes Bopeep hosts paraglider schools on the 

slope nearest the carpark.  This is usually when the 

wind is less than 10mph or so.  If this happens, you 

can either walk several hundred yards further east, or 

head in the opposite direction by crossing the road 

and walking several hundred yards west.  Should any 

paragliders enter the model glider aerial fray, always 

give them right of way and fly away from them.  

Further advice on this issue can be read here: 

BHPA Policy. 

There is lift in the landing zone of all slopes, so 

getting your plane back down onto terra firma can 

require some determination.  The good news is that 

there is very little turbulence behind the landing 

areas, so you can safely fly well back and land slowly. 

 

 
Pointy and purposeful 

http://www.slopehunter.co.uk/resources/Paraglider+and+Model+Flyer+Advice.pdf

